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Tue PRErFaAcE.

INe THE NAME OF
- our Lord and Sautour
IEsvs CHRiIST.
Amen,

[ S A 3 MOngﬁ the mani-
| 82/ \Y | fold comforts, which
/Nl our Lord and Sasi-
‘Yé AN\ our- Fefus (lrist
7C% a  bathimparted to bis

(burch militant tn this troublefomes
pilgrimage,that deferuedly extolled,
which beleft unto ber 4t bisdeparture
to bis Father intothe heauenly San-

; B uary
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" 8uary , Jwing , 1 am with you al-

r.__ N ok g ke

waies ‘ynto the end of the., world.
T he trueth of this comfortable pro-
mifeis manifefled from time totime
in all agesof the ((hurch , which ha-
uing from the beginning beene oppug-
ned,not onely by the open violenge df
enemies, (s impiety of beretickes, but
Surther by the underband cunning y
[educers,certainely,if atanytime the
Lord [hould haue left ber destitute
of the guarde of his faning prefence,
Jhe bad now long fince beene either op-
preffed by the power of tyrants , or, o
bher vtter ouerthrow, feduced by theo
 fraud of impoftors. i
 But that good [hephedrd , who
loues bis flocke tothe end, for whom be
hath layd downe bis life,bath abwayes
opportunely, and many times miracy-

loufly

i
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lofly ;with an autStretched arme,re»
prefied the rage of perfecutors, snd
difconered the nina’ing by-pathes of
 [educers, and [cattered their frandu-
lent purpofes;by each ofwhich be bath
“enrdently (hewed bimfelfeto be, pre-
[fent in bis Church. Faire enidence_
bereof is gisen in the biftories con- .
cerning. godly Emperaurs,K ings, (s
Princes,whom the Sonne of God bath
Jooften raifed ZP for the fafegnard of
his Church, and inflamed withaboly
zeale of bis boufe;and by their means
bath not onely curbed the furyof ty-
rats,out alfosn bis Churches behalfe,
when it grappled with falfe teachers,.
8 diuerfly corrupting religion bath pro-
| cured the remedie of facred Synods:
wherein the faithful (eruantsofChrift -
baue iointly with their prayers, coun-
| B3 . uies,
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The Preface.

Jailes, &5 labours couragionfly Stood
Jor Gods Church,and bis truth, feare-
lefly oppofed the infiruments of Satan,

howfoeuer changing themfelues into

eAngels of light, rootedvp the weeds

of errors, and diffention , preferued

the ((burch in agreement of the pure

religion , and left ynto poflerity the
Jyncereworfhip of God vncorrupted.
- With like fanour our -fasthfull Sa-

uionr bath piuen a teStimuny of bis

gracious prefence at this time to the_
long diftreffed (Church of the Low-

Countries. Forthis Church being by

Gods mighty hand [et free from the

tyranny-of the Romifh Artichrift,and
fromthe fearefull idolatry of Popery,
Jo often wonderfully vreferned amids

the dangers of along-contmuing war,

and flourifhing in the concordof true

doflrine -
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The Preface.
doftrine,and of difcipline tothepraife
of ber God, the admirable increafeof
the weale-publike , and igy of all o-
ther reformed (Churches , bath first
conertly,afterwards openly;withma-
nifold both old (5 new errors bin af-
fanlted by one lames Harmans,a/i-
as Armintus, ¢ bis followers, affu-
ming the title of R emonftrants,and
brought into fo great haz ard through
the ceafelefe turmoyles of fcandalons
diffentions, and [chifmes , thae bad
not onr Saniours mercifull hand in
time beene interpofed , thefe flourifh-
ing (burches bad beene veterly con-
R [umedwith the borrible flames of dif-
4 cord and [chifine; But bleffed fore-
wer be the Lord,who after hebad for
awhile bidden his countenance from
Vs(Wwho had many wayes prouoked bis
8 B 3 wrath
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wrath,and mdxgnman) bath witne/-
(edto the whole world , that bee 1 not
fargetﬁdl of bus couenant , and defpi-
feth not the fighes of bis peop/e.

Far when in mansvoderfianding

jcarce any bope of remedy appeared,
God,didput into the_ mindes of the

moSt z/luflrmm and mighty LL. the
States Generall of the vnited Pro-

uinges, by the connfell and dire€lion of

the_ moSt renowned, and valiant
Prince of Qrange , todetermine to
meet withibefe ouragions mifchiefes
by ﬁlC/J /mﬁ:ll meanes as haue beene

long time approued by the example of

the oA postles themfelues, andof the |
i br:ﬂmn Church: following them,

 and alfo. beeretoﬁre with' great be- B

nefit 'vfea’ euen in the. Belgique,
Clmrcb it felfe : and by their anthori-

tie 1o
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tie to call togetber a Synod outof ali
the Prouinces fubtedi otheir ponern-
ment , to be affembled at Dort: ia-
ny most grave Diuines being intrea-
ted thereto , and obtained by-the fa-
uowr of the moft high and mightie
Iames, King of great Britaine
and of moSt iluSlrions and. potent
. Princes, Lantgranes, and Common-
" W wealths, that by the common iudge-
ment of Jo many Dinines of the refor-
, med Churches, thofe opinions of Ar-
- W minius; and bisfollowers might ac-
, W cuwrately be examined;<and determi-
. W nedof by the rale of Gods word onely,
, W thetrue do&irine eStablifbed, and the
A falfereielled, and concord, peace,and
§ tranguilliey (by Gods blefiing) re-
§ Sflored to the Church of the Low-
Countries. T bisssthat good guift. of.
God, &

* gl 8 &
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| God,whereinthe Belgigue Churches

¥l sriumph , and both bumbly confeffe,

i and thankefully profeffe the neuer

1 Jasling mercies of their Sauiour. -

A Wherefore (afast, andpublike_

M| prayersbeing formerly inigyned and

\|  performedinall the Belgique (Thur-

| ! ches by the anthority of the_ chiefes

M agiftrate, for the deprecation.of
| Godsanger, and imploring bis gra-
1 cow aiaé) this venerable Synode,af-
a [fembled together at Dortinthename
1 of the Lord, inflamed with the loue of
| Gods bonour, and faluation of bhus
| (Church, and vpon the inuocation of
. Gods boly name bound byoathe , that
i

\ they would hold the [acred Scripture
W astbe only rule of their verdiét, and
demeane themfelues in the bearing

E
5
,‘,

" and determining of thiscanfe witha
' ’ good




_ P
good andvpright confciense; bath di-
ligently and withgreas patience labo.
red beerein,to perfwade the chiefepa-
trons of thefe affertions , cited toaps
peare before them,mare largely toun-
fold their opinion concerning the:fiue
notorious controuerted Articles,asals
o the reafons of fuch their opinion.
But they reteciing the iuagementlof
 the Synode, andrefufing to anfwer to
interrogatories in fuch manner as was
, ﬁttiﬂg,:.wben asncither the admonits-
ons of the Synod, nor inStance of the
generous and worthy Depaties of the
States Gencrall; - nay nor the com-
mand of the mo§t illiftrions &5 migh-.
ty Lords , theStates g;enerﬂll them-

4

Jelues,conld preuaile aiy-shing at all
with them . the Synode,by the com-

- mandement.af the fayd- Lords, - the
' B States
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"I he Pretace.

States General,was faine to take ano-
ther courfe, beeretofore vfed and re-
ceiued in ancient Synads. eAnd [o
the fearch of their Tenets concer-
ning the fiue eArticles was vnder-
taken outof their owne Bookes,( on-
fefsions, and Declarations partly
beeretofore fet foorth , partly now ex-
bibitedtothis Synod. ‘

Which. fearch, and examination

difpatched,and finifhed with all dils-
gence, confcience, and faithfulneffe,
and with the igynt confent of all and
etiery one ; thus Synod for the aduance-
ment of Gods glory , for the vphol-

il ding of thar truth which leadeth to

faluation,and for the maintaining of
peace and tranquillitie as well in mens
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confciences, as in the Belgique Chur-

ches,

being now by Gods fingular mercie
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ches, determineth to publifb this their
Iudgemeért,wherein the true doctrine
agreeable with Gods word, touching
the fiue forefaid beads of do&rine 1
declared, and the falfe and difagree..
-~ ingwith Gods word,is reiedled;as fol-

- loweth.
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THE DOCTRINE
Or

PREDESTINATION,

and the points thereto
annexed,
(WHICH THE SYNOD
of D o R T iudgethto beagrecable to

Gods word, and hitherto to Imye beene
receiued in the Reformed

Churches)

Layd openin certaine Articles.
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" THE
FIRST CEHASETER

or head of Doc"srine, namely

concerning Gods Predefti-
nation,

The firft Article.

88 Oralmuchas all men haue
53 {innedin Adam,and arebe-
855 come guiltie of the curfe,
& eternalldeath, Gop had
done wrong vinto no mar,
1f it had pleafed him to leauc all mankind
in finne,and vnder the curfe, and to con- -
demne thtm for {inne:: accordmg to thole
wordsof the Apoftle, Rom.3.19. Alzrhe
W world is guilty before God, Andver.23. Al
) base finned, and come [hort of the gloric of God.
And Rom.6.2 3. Thewagesof finne is death.

II :

- But herein was the loue of God made
_manifclt , In thag bee fent bis onely begotten




e Dine 1ap. 1.
Sonne into tbe world, that Whofoener beleeﬂetb
in bim might not _perg/b, buz basc life euerlaﬂmg
1.Ioh.4.9,I0h. 3. 16.

I11

And that men may bee brought vito
faith, God in metcie fends Preachers of

this moﬁ ioyfull meflage, to whom heec & 3
will, and whcn he will : by whofe mini- @ 7
3 ﬂ'crlc,mcn arecalled vnto repentance, and |
faith in Chrift crucified.. Rom. 10.14.15. |

21l How [ball they beleeue in bim, of whom they ,
! 'K bane not beard?and how (L:all they beare wirhos: | |
1l apreacher? & how fhall they preach except they B ¢
18 be fent? C
i . s
IV. .

Whofbcuer beleeue not thefe glad ty- E
dings , the wrath of God remaines vpon tf
them : but they which receiue them,and |

“embraceour Sautour Iefus witha trucand §
liuclie faith, they are deliuered by him
from the wrath of God,and deftruction, | £
and eternalllife is giuen them. '

V. The




Chap.t.  Predeftination, 3
3 ' 4 V. 5 ¥ dos o _
The caufe, or fault of this vnbeliefe, as
of all other {innes , is inno wifein God,
but in man. But faith in lefus Chrift,and
faluation through him is the free gift of
God, asitis written, Ephe[.2.8. By grace
yee are /;med ; tbrougb faith , and that not of
L your felucs, it isthe gift of God. In likema-
- @ ner, Phil, 1.29. Vntoyouit u( freely) ginen
d to belees in Chrift.
o Vi
Y . But wheras in procc[fc of time, God
beftoweth faich on fome,and not on o-
thers, this procccdcsfrom his eternall de:
crec. For from the beginning of the warld
God knowerh all bhis workes, A&t 5 .18, Epbe.
r.11. According to wli h decree, hee
i;racwuﬂy {oftens the hearts of the clc&
1oweuer otherwifc hard , andas for thofe
thatare notcleét,hein 1uﬁ iudgement Jea-
ucth them totheir malice and hardnefle.
- And heere efpecially is difcouered vnto
T B vsthe dccpc, and both merciful & iult dif-
ference put betweene men ,equally loft;
that is to fay, the decree of (‘c&lon,and |
chrobauon, reucaled in Gods Word.
’ D , whlch
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Whichas peruetle, impure, and wauering
mendoewreft vinto their owne deftructi-

~ on 4 foit affords vnipeakable comfort to

godly,and religious foules..
e VIL

. Now Ele&ion is the vnchangeable
Furpofc of God, by which, before the
oundation of the world; according to
the moft free pleafure of his will, and of
his meeregrace, out of all mankinde, fal-
len, through their owne fault, from their
firft integrity into {inncanddcftruction,
hee hath chofen in Chrift vata [aluation
a {et number of cerraine men,neither bet-
ter, nor more worthy then others, but ly-
ing in the common mifery with others:
which Chriftallo from all eternity hecap-
pointed the Mediatour, and Head of all
the Ele& , and foundation of {aluation;
and fo hee decreed to giue them to him |
to beefaued, and by his Word, and Spiric |
effectually to call,and draw themtoacom- |
munionwith him : thatis, togiuethem-

- atruefaith in him,to iuﬁiﬁc, fa'n&iﬁ-ﬁ,and

finally glorifie them, being mightily kept

in the communion of his Senne, to;che

demone
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Chap.1. Predeftination,

- rifiec.
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demonftration of hismercy, and praife of
the riches of his glorious grace, as itis
written, Ephe[.1.4.5.6. Heebath chofen vs

 in( Chrilt) before the foundation of the sorld,

that wee [hould bee boly , and withous blame_
before bim in lowe. Hauing predestinated vs
conto the adoption of children by. lefus (hrif?
conto himfelfesaccording tothe good pleafure of
bis will, to the praife of the glory of bis grace,
wherein bee hath made vs: accepted in the be-
losied, and ‘Rom.8.30. Whom hee hath prede-
finated, themalfo bee hathrcalled ;. and Whoms
be bath.called, them alfo bee bach iustified, and
Whom bee bathiuflified ; them alfo bee will glo-
IS '/ | SRR K
This Ele&ionis not manifold, but one
and the fame of all; which are to befaued,
both vader the old: & new Teftament, be-
caufcthe Scripture fpeakes_but of one on-
ly good-pleafure, purpale , and counfell,
of the-will .of God, gy; which hee hath
chofenws from:eternity both vato grace,
and glory:, bothovrito-faluation ,:and the

- suayoffaluaciow; whiclrhe hathiprepared,
- thae.we Thould walke thereim; 5 o115
SR |
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Ot Diuine

IX. -

" "This faid Ele&tion was mad e;notypon
forefight of faith, and the obedience of
faith,holineflc, or of any other good qua-
lity, or difpofition (asa caufeor condition
beforerequired in man to bee chofén ) bug
vnto faith, and the obedience of faith, ho-
"linefle, &c. And therefore Election is
the fountaine of all fauing good ; from
whence faith, holinefle,and the refiduc of
fauing'gifts , laftly cucrlafting lifeir felfe,
doc How, as the fruits, and efteéts thereof;

according to that of the Apoltle, Fphef.

1.4. He bath chofen-vs, (not becaule wee
were, but) that wee fbould bee holy,and with-
out blame before bimin loue.

The true caufe of this free Ele@ionis
the good-pleafure of God,not confilting
‘heerein , that, from among all pofsible
mecanes, he chofefome certaine qualities,
or aGions of men, as a condition of {alua-
.tion : but herein, that outof thecommon
‘multitude of finnershe culled outto him-
{clfe, for hisowne peculiar ,fome certaine

perfons,ormen ; asitis written,Rom. 91;;15:.

- Chapg.,
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Chap.1.  Predeftination.
Yer the children ere borne_. , when they
bhad neither done good nor esill, ¢oc. It
Wwas [ayde vito ber ( namely to Rebeccas)
_ The elder fball ferue the younger, a4 it is writ-
| ten, I baue bowed lacob , and haue hated Efan.
:, and Afls 13.48. Asmany, as Were ordained
' ro cternall life, beleeued. |

XI.
And as God himfelfe is moft wife; vn-
changeable, omnilcient, and omnipotent:
{o the Eleétion made by him can néither
be interrupted, nor changed, reuoked or
difanulled, nor the elect calt away, nor
their pumber diminifhed.
digx 1oriol XL " ape
Of this their cternall, and immutablee-
l:&tion vnto faluation, the ele&, in their
time /although by feuerall degrees,and in
| adifferent meafure) are aflured ; and that,
@ notby fearching curioully,into the depths
and fecrets of God , but by obferuing in
themfclues, with fpirituall ioy and holy
pleafure, theinfallible fruits of eletion,
{igned out vnro vs in Gods word , fuchas

are, a trucfaich imChrift, afiliall feare of
God:; gricfe for: our finnés according to
o D3  God,

A ———




8

Of Diuine de[?; I.
God, hungring and thirfting after righ-
tcoufnefle, &c.
XIIIL. _
Out of the fenle, and certainty of this
election, the children of God dayly draw
more and more matter of humbling them-

felues before God, of adoring the depth of

“his mercies, of purifying themfelues, and

of louing himferuently, who firltloued

them fo much : (o farre is this doctrineof
election, and the meditation thereof, from
making them carnally fecure,or backward
in obferuing Gods commaundements.
Which abufe by Gods iuft iudgementis
wont to befall thofe, who cither rafhly

prefume, orvainely and malapartly prate
of thegrace of election,refufing withall to

walke in the wayes of the elect.

XIV.

And as this do&rine touching Gods e- |
lection was by Godsappointmentdeclared &
by the Prophets, Chrift himfelfe , andthe |
Apoftles, afwellvndertheold Teftament, §
asthenew ;and afterwards commended |
tothe records of hely Wirit :{o at this day
in Gods Chuirch ( forwhichic.is p;ci.iliar-
e ) Of~,
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- W lyordeined) it isto bee propounded with
the fpiric of difcretion, religioufly, and
holily,in it placeand time,withoutany cu-

s curious fearching into the wayes of the
v B moft High, and that to the glory of Gods
. B moftholyname, andliuely comfort of his
)f cOo le. :

. P ’ s XV

d Moreouer, theholy Scripture heerein
£ chiefly manifefts, and commends ynto vs
n B thiseternalland freegrace of our election,
d B inthavicfurcher wicnefleth, that not all
s. men arc clected, but fome not-clected, or
- pafled ouer in Gods eternall ‘election,
y whom doubtlefle God in his moft free,
e moft iuft, voreprooueable, and vn-

A changeable good-pleafure hath decreed to
leaue in the common miferic (whereinto
by their owne defaule they precipitated

.. @ themfclues) and not to beltowe fauing

4 @ faith, andthegrace of conuerfion vpon

e @ them,butleauingthem intheirown waies;

¢, § 20d voder iuft iudgement, at laft to con~

d @ demne, and eucrlaftingly punith them;

y notonlﬂﬁor their vobelicfe, butalfofor °
theirother finnes, tothe manifcftation of

his -
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his iuftice. And this is the decree of Re-
probation, which in no wife makes God
theauthor of finne (athing blafphemous
once to concciuc) but a fearefull, vaore-
prooueable, and iuft iudge,and reuenger.

XVI

Thofe, who as yet doe not effeGually
perceiuc in themielues aliuely faith, or a
fureconfidéce of heart in Chrift, the peace
of confcience,an endeauour of filial obedi-
ence, aglorying in God through Chrift,
and ncuerthelefle vie themeancs,by which
God hath promifed, that he will worke
thele thingsinvs, fuchas thefe oughtnot
be calt downeat themention of Reproba-
tion , nor reckonthemf{eluesamongft the
reprobate, butmuft diligently go forward
inthevle of thofe meanes, and ardently
defire,and humbly and reuerently expect

the good howre of more plentifull grace.,

‘Muc hleffe then ought thofe to beterrified
with the do&rine of Reprobation, who,
albei® they hartily defire to turne vnto
God, to pleafchimoncly,and be deliuered
fromthis body of death, yet cannot make

fuch

4pi
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ap.le - - .
fuch progrefle in the way of godlines, and
faith, as they wilh. For ourmercifullGod
hath promiled that hee will not quench
the. {moaking flaxe, nor breake t(l!xc {ha-
ken reede: But to thofe, who forgetting
God, and our Sauiour Iefus Chrift, haue
wholly énthralled themielues to the cares
of the world, and plealures of the flefh,
this do&rine is not without caufe terri-
ble, fo long as they are not{erioufly con-
uerted vnto God. |

' - XVIL

Secing wee muftiudge of Gods will by
his word, which teftifies vnto vs thatthe
children of the faithfullare holy, not in
their owne nature , but by benefit of the
gracious coucnant , wherein they to-
gether with their parents are comprifed ;
godly parents ought not to doubt of the
cle&tion and faluation of their children,
whome God calls out of thislife in theit
infancie.

_‘s‘

8, V9.
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XVIII.
Whofoeuer murmures at this grace of
freeclection, & feueritic of iuft Reproba-
tion, we {top his mouth with that of the

E Apofile,
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beglory for cher. Amen.

Apoftle. Rom. 9.20. O manwho art thoy,
that replieft againfl God 2 And that of our
Sauiour. Math.z2o. 1. Isét not lawfill for |
me to do yhat 1 wil Wwithmine owne:Butwe for |

our part,religioufly adoring thefe myfte-

ries, cry out withthe Apoftle. Rom. 17,
33.34.35-36. O the depth of: the riches

both of the wifedome , and knowledge of God|

How confearchable are bisiudgements, and bis |
waies paft finding out 2 For who hath knownethe
minde of the Lord > Or who bathbin bis connfel-
ker20r who bath giuen to bim firf2 and it fballbe & .
recompenfed tohim againe? For.of bim , and
through bim, and to bim are all things : to him. 7
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A REIECTION OF
X the Errors wherwith che Chur-

k] ches of the Low-Countries haue sow 4

... long timebeenetroubled, |

- B TheSynode hauing deltueredthe Or-
| thodoxedoctrine concerning Election

and Reprobation, reices the
errouts of thofe,

b Firft,
y VWV Hoteach, that thewill of God to (ane
| Juch as fball beleeue, and perfesere in
faith,and the obedience of faith , s the whole
and entire decrce of BleEtion ronto[aluation,and
thar notbing elfe concerning this decrec s reuea-
led inthe wordof God. For thele teachers
deceiue the fimpler {ort,and plainly gaine-
fay the holy Scripture , which witnefleth,
M that God not enely will faue fuch as (hall
@ belecuc: buralfo from eternitie hath cho-
i len fome certaine men, vpon whom, ra-
Wl ther then others, he would beftow faith
in Chrift, and perfeuerance ; as it is writ-
W ten, Ioh. 17. 6. Thaue declared thy name conto
the men which thou ganef} we. Inlike manner,

- E 2 . |




.  » Of Diume. G ap. 1.
‘ AGt.13.48. Asmany as were ordained onso |
eternall life, beleened. And Ephe. 1. 4. Hee -

bath chofen rvs before the foundation of the |
Worldthat e fhould be holy, & c.

I1

Which teach, thatthe election of God ron-
to faluation is manifold,one generall and indefi- |
nite ; another fingular, and definite : and this a- §
gaine either incompleze , rewocable, not-peremp-
tory, orconditionall: or elfe complete, irresoca-
ble, peremprorie, or abfolute. “Likewile thac
there i one election comto faith , another ronto

[aluation : [o thas election vnto iustifying faith
may be withous peremptorie eleétion onto [al-
yation : For thisis a figment of mans braine
deuifed without any ground in the Scrip-
ture, corrupting the do&rine of cleGion,
and breaking that golden chaineof falua-|
tion. Rom. 8. 30. Whom be hath predesti-|
nated, them alfo be bath called, and whom bee |
hath called them alfo be bath iuflified,and whom |
be bathinffificd, themalfo be hath glorified. |

I11. Who|
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. o - -
- Whoteach, thatthegood pleafure and pur-

pofe of God, whereof- the Scriptiré makes men-

tion in the doctrine of eleElion, doth ot confish

berein,thas God did elect fome certaine men ra-

. B ther then others; but invhis, iz that God from

p ﬁ' amon g all PQﬁ ible COndlt lOQs@M&ng‘ﬂ swhich are

7 W theworkesofthe Law alfo)or out 'of the ranke of

allthings did choofe, as-a conditioncunto [aluati-

0" W on, theact of faith (inis [elfeignoble) and the.

the |

a- §

[ imperfite obedience of faith, andWas gracioufly |
it  pleafed torepuseit forperfite obedience, and ac-
rz'tz connt it ‘worthy of the reward of euerlafting life.

- Forby.this pernicious error,the good plea-
i {fure of -Gocgz and meritof Chrift isweak-
@ med, (befides that, by fuch vnprofitable
¥ quettions mé are called off from the truth
ot of freeiuftification, and from the 'ﬁhglc
> @ plainenes of the Scriptures;) & thatof the

24 | . :
= Apoftle is outfaccé asvntruc. 2. Tim. 1. o.
il God hath called vs with a holy calling, not accor-
"W ding to our works , but according to bis owne
purpofe & grace, which Was gisen tovsthrough
Chrif} Iefus before the world beganne. 4
| Ea IIIL. Who

0]




IIIL

Whovteach, thacizheele&ion -onto fairh
this condisionis formerly required, viz; Thata

manVfethe light of reafonaright, that be be ho-

neft , lowly , bumble , and difpofed romto
life eternall, as though. in [ome fore election de-

pended on thefe things. For thele.teachers

hauca ftrong tang of Pelagius,and,broad-
ly enough, tell the A poftle chat he is wide,
when he faith,Ephe. 2.3.8c. We all had o
contier[atia in times paft in the lusts.of onr flefb,
falfilling the will of the flefh , and of the mind,
and were by nature the children of wrath , as
Well as others. But God which is rich i mercie,

W |\ throagh bis greatloue, wherewith be louedros,

esicts when Wwe weredead in finnes, bath guick -
ned Vs together with Christ, (by grace ye are
[aned)and bath raifed cvs vprogerber, and made

evs fit together in beancnly places in Chrift Iefus;

that be might (bew in the ages to come the excec-
ding richzs of bis grace , m.his kindnefJe. to-
ward vsthrough lefus(hrist.For by graceyeare
faued through faith,and that not of your [clues:
it is theguift of God, netof workes, left any one

Jfhould boafd.
V.Who

Ot Diune Chap.1.



redeftination. 17
\'

Who teach, that zhe incomplete and not-
peremptory Eleélionof fingular perfons ismade
by reafon of fore[eene faith,repentance, [anctity,
and godline[fe begunne; or continued for fome,
time: hut thecomplete, and peremptory eleétion
by reafon of the finall perfeuerance of forcfeene
W faith, repentance, fanctity and godfineffe ; and
W tha: this s the gracious , and-Enangelicall vor-
& thinc(fe,by which be that is chofen,becomes wor-

; thier then be that is not chofen: and therforethat
faith,theobedience of faith, fanctitie, godlineffe;
and per[esierance are not thefruites or effects of
Unchangeable election vntoglory , but condits-
onsandcanfes , {ine quibus non (thatisto
{ay, without which a thing isnotbrought
1@ pafle) before required , and forefeene, as al-
readyperformed by.thofe , Whoare completely to
be chofen. A thing repugnant to the whole
Scripture, which euery wherebeatesinte
pur cares and hearts, thefe andfuchlike
ayings. Rom. 9,11 Electionisnot of workesy
Ht Ofblm tbdt Cd[fet ’); A_Ct*.*];; ;-4:8;;'.43 mﬁnyd‘a
ere ordained romolife eternall, beléened, Eph.
4. Hebath chofen rvs that-we fbould be holy..
ohy15. 16.Yehaue not chofenme ; but 1 baue;
e - o chofen.:

v v W
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cbo[en jo#. Rom.11.6. If of grace, not of
workes. 1.1oh.4.10. Heerein is loe , not that
wee loued God , but that bee ﬁrflloued 5, ::md

Jent bis ﬂmm, .

VI -

Who tcach , that not all election onto fal-
uation is Vachangeable, but that fomewhich are
elected, withflanding Gods decree , may perifh ,
and for euer doe rg//a By which grofic er- §
rour they bOth make God mutable,and o- |
ucrthrow the.comfort of the godly cen-
ccrning the certainety of their faluatlon

- and contradict the holy Scriptures teach-
ingMatt.2 4.2 4.that the elect cannot bee fedu-
ced.Ioh.6.3 9. that Chrift doeth not loofe thofe
which aregisen to bim of bis father.Rom.8. 30
That God Whom he hath predeflinated, called,
isftified, them be doeth alfo glorifie.

‘ VII
Who teach,thatin this life there is no fruit, §

“#10 fenfe, nocertainety of immutable clection vu- |
to glory, bue vpon condition, contingent,and mu-
table. For,befides thatit is abfurd to make
an vhcertaine Ccrtalnty,thcfc thm%s areco-

trary to thei cxpcncncc of the godly: who
- thh




t of Mwith the Appﬁlc, triumph vpon the fenf®

hat Woftheir election, and extoll this benefit of
ind WGod,who reioice, with thedifciples, ac*
- Mcording to theadmonition of Chrift, Luc:
10.20. that their names are wristen in beaues
al- Wand laftly who oppole the fenfc of their e-
are Wl cction againft the fiery dares of diuclifth
@ cmptations, demanding, Rom. 8. 3 3. Who
Whall lay any thing tozhe charge of Gods elect?
VIIL |
Who teach, that Godost of his meere iuft
n, [Wvill hath not decyeed to leaue any man in the fall
-h- WBf Adasm, and common State of finne and damna-
ion, or zo paffe ouer any in the communication of
race necefJary cunto faith and conserfion. Fox
hat {tands firme, Rom. 9. 18. Hee hath
ompafsion cvpon whom bee Will, and whom
hee will bee bardens. Andthat Matt.13.11.
W0 you is ginen to know the mysteries of the:
Wk ingdome of beauen , but to them it is not gi-
it, @en. In like manner, Matt. 11.25.26. I
- WRIorifie thee, o Father , Lord of beatien and
- WEAth, that thou hast bidden thefe things from
ke W¥he Wife, and conder flanding men, and baft re-
-6 Wealed them conto babes. Euen [0, 0"Father,
Oecaufe thy good pleafure Was fuch.
' F o« AR




yus, and Sidon , they bad repented long agon:
% 1’3 ﬁckedatb and d/b_&f .

TOf Duine&e.  Chap.1,
IX.
Who teach, that the caufe, why God |§ §

[ends the Gospel vather vnto this N ation, then
2o another, is not the meere and only good plea-

- fureof God, bus becaufe this Nation is better,

and more worthy of it then that , contowhich
bee bath not communicated the Gofpel. For
Mofes gainlfaies this, fpeaking thus vnto
the people of Iftacl, Deut. 10.14.15. Be-|
hold, heanen and the beauen of heauens is the
Lords thy God , and the earch with all tha
therein is : norwithflanding the Lord fetse bis
delight in thy fathers vo loue them , and did
chufe their [ecde after them , euen you abose
all people, as appeareth this day. And Chriflt
Matt.11.21. Woe bee to thee, Corazin, Woe
becto thee Bethfaida: for if the great Workes

which were donein you, bad beene done in Ty-

—_— < N6V &Y
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THE
Gl SECOND CHAPTER

2t B or head of Doctrine,concerning

'f.:, Cbri/ls death,andthe redemption

bich of men by it.

e The firft Arcicl.

?,; Y O D is notonely moft met-
bt Y ey 49, cifull,but moftiultalfo.Now -
b & (R his iuftice requires ( as hee

”‘(\[ @) hath reucaled im{elfe in his

word ) that our {innes committed againit
his infinite Maiefty, be punifhed not with
70 ltcmporall Eaincs onely, but eternall alfo,
%es lland thofe both of body and loule : which
Ty.- punifhments wee can not efcape, vnlefle
one I Gods iuftice be fatisfied.

II.
B But fecing weourfelues cannot make
" E W fatisfattion, and free our féluesfrom the.
wrathof God, God of his infinite mercy
hath giuen his onely begotten fonne to
becomne a furety for vs , who, that hee




"3 OfRedemption. (hap2

‘might fatisfic for vs, was made finne,and

a curfe vpon the croffe for vs, or in our
ftcad. |

II1 |
This death of the fonne of God isthe
onely, and moft perfit facrifice, and fatif-
fa&ion for finnes, of infinite pricc, and
value , abundantly fufficient to expiatc |
the finnes of the whole world.

| IV

~ And therefore this death is of fo great
valueand price, becaufethe perfon,which
{uffered it, is not onely a true, and perfitly
holy man, but the onely begottenfonne
of God allo, of the fame eternall, and in-
finitc eflence with the Father,and the ho-
ly Ghott : fuch an one as it behooued
our Sauiour to bee. Againe, becaufehis
death was ioyned with a feeling . of Gods
wrath , and of the curfe, whicﬁ wee had

defcrued by our finnes.

. Furthermore it is the promifc of the
Golpel : “That whofoeuer beleeues “in




nd

Ur

he
tif~
nd

atc |

Chrift crucified, fhould not perifh, bu¢
haue life euerlafting: - Which promifeto-
gether with the iniun&ion of repentance
and faith,ought promifcuoully, and with
out diftin&ion, to bee declared and pu-
blithed to all men and people , to whom
God in his good plealure {fends the Gol-

pel.
R

But forasmuchas many bccinEcallcd
by the Golpel doe not repent, nor beleeue
in Chrift , but perifh in their ‘infidelitic,
this comesnot to-pafle for want of, or by
at&y infufficiencic of the facrifice of Chrift
offered vpon'the croffe, but by theif owne
properfault. - - &
| VI S5
- Butasmany as truelybeleeue’, and are
freed by Chrifts death from their {innes,
and faued from deftrucion; they by Gods
gracealone (which hee ewes to no man):
giuen vnto them from  eternjty in Chrift;
obtaine this benefit. ghiise

VI aug. s T

—

;'. ?Pf.#!bjs wgs.' th_é ' moft free counfell;

Fj  gracious |




OrRedemption, { Dap.2.
gracious will, and intention of God the
Father ,that theliuely andfauing efficacic
of the molt precious death of his fonne
(hould manifeft itfelfe in all the ele®,for
the beftowing vpon them only iultifying
faith, and brinfging them infallibly by it

vato eternall life ; that is, God willed,

that Chrift by the blood of his crofle
( whereby he was toeftablitha new coue-
nant ) fhould effetually redeeme out of
cucry people, tribe, nation, and language,
allthem, and them onely, who from eter-
nity were elected vato faluation , and gi-

ueni to him of the Father, that hee fhould
beftow faith on them (which asalfo the
. other fauing gifts of the holy Spirit, hee
urchafed forthem by his death ) that by
Eis blood he fhould cz:an{é them from all
- {innesboth originall,and a&uall, as well
committed after, as before they beleeued,
and finally fhould prefent them before
him in glory without all [pot , or ble-
mifh. o
This counfell proceeding from his e-
ternall louc toward theclec; the gatesof

e e ]
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(hap.2. OfRedemption. 25 |
Hell bootlefly refifting it , hath from |
the begining of the world to this prefent
time, ﬁccnc mightily fulfilled , and here-
afteral{o thall be fulfilled : fo thattheclet
in their times muft bee gathered into one,
and there muft alwayesbeefome Church
of the belecuers founded inthe blood of
Chrift,which conftantly louing, fteadfaft-
ly worfhiping, and hereand for euer and
cucr prayfing him her Sauiour, who laid
' downe his life vpon the Croffe for her,
: as. the bridegroome for his bride.

' A REIECTION

of the Errours.

T he Synode bauing délmered the Or-

thodoxc do&rine, reiecteth the
errodr's of them;

¢ (9 %0

vy w €T v s

- .« WV - grh— —— e | - - v

Firft,

. Ho teach, that God the Fatber or-
: dained his fonne vnto the death of the
croffe wichout any certaine and determinates |
connfell of faning wperfise!e'zwexf;"ﬂ;-
| | v;/0 |




ly; fothat its necefSitie, proficte Mdt;gnity, thy
might baue remained whole , “ and found , and tha

-

perfeét,in euery repet, complete, andimtire_., tol

to the impetration of (hrifts death, althongh .3
| theobtained redemption had newer actually beene isc
| appliedto any particular perfon. For this afler- |
ll  tonis reprochfull vnto the wifedome of ‘
ll  God the Father, and the merit of Iefus did

Chrift, and contrary to the Scripture ; 2 f

Where our Sauior Chrift fayth, Ioh. 10.15. (b
1lay downemylife for my/heepe.(vetl-2.)and but
I know them.And the ProphetIfaiah {peaks We
il  thusofour Sauiour. Ifa,  3.10. When be (Eall wi
8 make bis foule an o]jrerz'ng ﬁ)r finne, hee /]74[] /fe | dit
his [eed, andprolong bis dayes,and the willof the nl

Lord/ballprosper inbis hand. Laftly, it ouer- Wi
throwes an article of our faith : namely the

H -that’, wherein we belecue that there is 2 Fo
Church. | - d.;

| I ' R fcl
. Who teach, that this was not the end of =& P*
Cbri/is deatb, that be mz;gbt eﬂablz'ﬂ; anewco- & Pe¢

uenant of grace by bis blood, but that he might @ ¥
onely procure <onto bis Father the bare rightof _
making againg With men any coenant whatfoe- @ 27
| cheryWhather of grace, orof warkes. Forthis ¢
L ek A




Chap.2.

thwarteth the Scripture, whiclk teaches
that Chrift ismade the [uretie, and medias
tosr of a better, that is, a new couenant. Heb.
722 and Heb. 9. 15. & 17. The Teftament
is confirmed when men are dead.
ITL

Who teach, that Cbrzﬂ by his [atisfac¥ion
did not cevtainely merit for any man [aluation
it felfe, and faich, by which this fatisfaCtion of
(hrist may be effeclually applied vnto faluation,
but onely, that be purchafed to bis Father a po-
wer,or a r([olutzorz to enter into a neW match
with mankind <o toprefcribethe what new con=
ditions focuer bee pleafed : the peformance of
wbuch conditions fbeuld dependvponmans free
Will, and that therefore st might fall out that ciw
ther noman , or euery man might fulfili them.
For theleelteeme too too bafely of Chrifts
d.ath,in no wife acknowledging the chie-
fell, and moft excellent fruit, and benefic
procurcd thereby, and call vp agamc the
Pelagian errorout of hell.
e II1I.

‘Who teach, that the naw Couenant of

grace which God the Father,by the mediution of

é’mﬂs deathinadc with men dozb not conf /F
; A bev? ‘ln

| & : . Ch
: :
-
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: OJrRedemption. (hap 2. g (}
of ~LE,

herein, iz, ﬁat we are iuSlified before God,
and [aued by faith, info much as it apprehends | v
the merit of Chrift : but herein, i that God, tion
the exaélion of perfic legall obedience being abro- it
gated, veputes faith it [elfe, and the imperfir o- a1
bedizuce of faith for perfite obedtence of the law, e
and gracioufly thinkes it worthy of the reward equ
of eternall life. For thele contradict the o4l

Scripture. Ron. 3.24.25. All are iufliffed £ho
freely by his grace, through the redemption,that of /
is,in Chrift lefus, whom God hath fet forth to dep
be a veconciliation through faith-in his blood. (elf

And,with wicked Socinus,they bring inan Vpc
vncouth, and {trange iuftification of man kin
before God,contrary to theconfentof the 4};};
whole Church.

v V.

Whoteach, thatall men are receined into
the [late of reconciliation and grace of the coue-
nant, [othat nobody (hall becondemned for ori-
gindll finne , novin respeét of it , be liable yn-
todeach or damnarion,but that all are acquitted,

and freed fromthe guile of that finne. For this

i  opinioniscontraryrothe Scripture,which | ous
{|  afficmes, thac we aredy nature the childyen of de:
!

% | Vi .
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YL

Whoemploy thediftinction of impetra-
tion,and application, tothe end that they
may infufe this oppofition intovnskilfull
and vawary wits,namely; that God, as much
as concernes him, would conferre ropon all men
equally thofe bencfits |, which are procu-
red by Chriftsdeath. Andyohereas fome, vather
then others,are made partakers of forgiucneffe
of finnes, andlife eternall, that this dinerfitie
depends vpon their one free will, applying i
[elfe conto grace indifferently offered : bus not
Ypon the fingular gift of mercie, effeétually wor-
king in them rather then others, that they may
apply this grace conto themfelues, For they,
whileft theybeare the world in hand, that
¥ thcy propound this diftinGtion with 2
@ found meaning, goe about to make the
W peopledrinkeof'the poyfonous cup of Pe-
# lagianifme.

VIiL

Who teach, that Chrift neither could , nor
ought to die, neither did die for thofe, Whom God
dearely loued, and chofe conto eternall life, fee-
ing fuch floodin no need of (brifts death. For
' Ga they




30

they contradict the Apoftle, who fayeth;
Gal. 2. 20. (bri§t loued me, and gaue bzm/e fé
for me. In like manner, Rom. 8.33. Who
Jhalllay any thing to the char geof Gods chofen?

‘it i God that zuﬁzﬁatb 'ib/Jo fball condemne?

it is Chrift which is dead, to wit, for them.
Andour Sauiour aucrrmg,loh 10.15. lay

downemylife for my fbeepe. And Ioh. 1. 12.
1 3. Thisis mycommandement, that ye lonc one

another, as 1 baue loued you : greater lose then
this bath noman, that a man lay downe his life
forbis friends.

i '
. " ] I' H E
™ . b 7)1 4
l-_’ g
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THE THIRD AND §
- Fourth Chapters, or Do-
élrinall Heads, namely,

; conccrning

, MANs CorrvrPTION;.

And conuerfion to God;together with
the maner thereof.

Thefirlt Article.
= An in the beginning, bcing

/4 k| made according to Gods i-

1 £ mage, was adorned in his
B minde with true, and fauing
~ knowledge of his creator,and
of things {pirituall ,.in his will and heart
with righteoufnefle, in all his affections
with purity ; and fo wasinall his parts,,and
W faculrics boly : Buthe, by the Diuels infti-
gation,and liberty of his owne will, reuol-
ting from God, bercaued himfelfe of thefe
excellent gifts, and contrariwife, in lieu
of them,he gatin his minde horrible dark-
nefle , vanity, and crookednes of iudge-
‘ment, in his heart and will , malice, rebel-




~ lion,and obduration, and in all his affe¢ti-
onsimpurity,” *° © " ey

i’ ' And fuchasman wasafier his fall fuch
| childrenhebegar, namely a corrupr iffuc
| from acorrupt father, thiscorruption be-
| ing by the iuft iudgemerit of God deriued
i from Adam toall his polterity (Chrift on-
il | lyexcepted) and that notby imitation (as
i | of oldthePelagians wouldhaue it) but by
| -the propagation of naturewith herinfe-
g | Ction.
i III

L | All men therefore are conceiued infin,
' | & bornethe children of wrath, vntoward
toallgood tending to faluation, forward
§ | tocull;dead in finnes,{laues of finne ; and
| | neitherwill, nor can (without the grace
of thé¢ holy Ghoft regenerating them ) fet
{treight their owne crooked nature,no nor
{o much as difpofe themfelues to the a-
mending of it. ‘

b‘_
F

32 Ol Conuerlion, Cbap.3. 4.
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Certcs,thcrc are Rill in lapfcd man fome
remainds of the light of nature, by vertue
whereof he rctcmcth {fome principles con-
cerning God , and of things natarall, and
of the. dlﬂcrcncc betweene good and culll
as allo hefheweth fome care of Vertuc,and
of ourward difc ipline : But {ofarre fhort
is he from being enabled by this inbred
 light, to come tothe fauing knowledge of
| God and to conuert himfelfe varo him,
that hcc doth not make right vle thereof
in naturallthmgs and cmlll affaires: £ nay,
that which it is, hemany wayes defileth it
all, and withholdechit'in Vnnghtcoufncs

and by. fo domg bdcomt:th vncxcuﬁxblc
before God. '

e

As it is with hin for the light of na-~
ture, {ois irallo touching the DCCdIOO'UC,
or ten Co*nrnandcmcnts ,delivered to thc-'
1cwcs from Godiin fpcaa]l miarier by'thé
‘hand

" _'J I




hand of Mofes. For, inaflmuchas theLaw
dothindeed lay openthe grecuoufnefle of
-  {1nne, and moreand more deepely attcin-
| ":“.. aeth manat the barre of Iuftice, but nei-
|- cher reacheth foorth any remedy, nor
1| affoordedhftrength to wade out of mifc-
| ” ry, andTo being weakened through the
fle(h, it leaueth a finner vnder the curfe,
it is not po(sible that by it a manfhould

it obtaine fauing grace.

| 34
VI

. ofnature, nor theLaw could doe, God
| bringeth topafleby the powerof the holy
L1l ghott, through his word, or the minittery
; of Reconciliation, namely the golpell
{l  concerning the Meflias,whereby it pleafed

der theold,as new Telftament.

il VII
i ~Vnderthe old Teftament God difclo-
|l  fedyntobut a few this fecrer of his will,

|| "That therefore, which neither the light

butin thenew ( thediftinction of P‘f?ﬁlc

God tofaue thofe that beleeue, atwell ¥n- s | ,"



being taken away) hee manifefteth the
fame vato many. Thecaufe of which his
diuers dilpenfation is mot to bee imputed
to the worthinefle of onenation aboue a-
pother, orto thebetter viingof the light
of hature by fome then by othet-fome, but
to Gods mo't free good-pleafure,and yn-
deferued loue. Aand thercfore they, to
whom , without any their good defert,
nay, notwithftanding their il defere, fo-
great a fauour is vouchfafed , are bound
for their part y to acknowledge the fame
with all humility, and thankefulnefle, and
asfor others , to whom fuch grace is not
affoorded, without curious fifting, toad-
mire (.with the Apoltle) the feuerity and
iulticcof Gods iu&gcmcnts vpon them.
VIII :

. Nowv,as many foeuer asarecalled by the
W Golpell,-are called ferioufly. For God by
his word doth ferioufly , and moft trucly™
declare,whatis acceptable to him,namely,
thatthofe thatarecalled,comevnto him:*
‘and moreouer ddch ferioufly promife toall
{uch;as come to lim, and belecue inhim,
reft for their foulesandlifecternall. . ;0
¥, H  Whereas _
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| IX |
‘Whereas many, becing called by the
Gofpel ; doe not come, and are not con-

ucrted , this default s not in the Gofpel,
nor in Chrift effered by the Golpel, i

nor in God, who calleth them by his Gof- as
pel, and moreouer beftoweth diuers fpe- | C
ciall gifts vpon them , but in themfclues; of

thatarecalled ; of whom{omeare {o care-
lefle, that they giue no entrance atall to
the word of life: othersentertaineit, but
{uffer it not to {inkeinto theirhearts, and
{o, hauing onely a fading {macke of ioy,
bred by a temporary faith, afterward be-
come reuolters : others choake the fecde
of the word with the thornes of worldly

- cares, and flefhly pleafures, and {obring
forth no fruitatall , as our Sauiour tea-
cheth vs in the parable of the fowwet;
Marth. 13. |

X

But whereas others, beeing called by
the miniftery of theGolpel,doccome,and
are conuerted, this is nottobee afcribed:

Co



vato man, as by his free-will differencing
himfelfe from others, enabled with the
[ame, or with like [ufficient grace for
their beliefe, and conuerfion (fo Pelagius,
in the pride of his Herefie, would haue
it ) but muft be atcributed vito God,who,
as hee hath from all eternity cholfen in
~ Chrift tholc, that archis, fo in procefle
of timeeffectually calleth them , enduing
them with the gift of faith, and repen-~
tance, and deliuering them out of the po-
wer of darkenefle, tranflateth thé into the
- kingdome of his Sonne, to theendthat
they fhould magnifie him, who hath fo
mightily called them out of darkenefle,
into thiswondrous light , and that they
fhould not boaft in themfelaes, but in
the Lotd , as is often auouched by the
Apoftle , in many paffages of his Epi-
ftles.
XK

Furthermore, whereas God bringeth
topaffe this his owne good-pleafure in
the Ele&, namely when he worketh true
conucrfion in them, hee not oncly pro~

e




uideth that the Gofpel may bee outward-
ly preachied vnto them,; and powerfully
enlighteneth their mindes by the holy
Ghoft, that they may vnderftand arighe,
and iudge of the things of the Spirit of
God; butalfo, by the etficacie of the fame
regencrating Ipirit, hee pierceth into the
molt inward parts of man, whofe heart
becing clofe fhutte vp, hecopeneth it, be-
ing hard hee fofteneth it, beeing: vicir-
cumcifed heecircumcifeth it, and, as for
the will , hec infufeth new qualities into
it, and maketh it of a dead heart liuely,
of an cuill good; of 2 nilling willing,
of a ftubborne buxome ; and ftirreth it vp
alfo, and ftrengtheneth it, whereby it1s

enabled , hkeagood tree, to bring forth |

the fruits of good workcs..

- And this is that regeneration, fecond §

creation , rayfing from the dead'; -and
gn_iqkp*n‘ing,_ ( fo often incalcated in the
foly Scripeares) which God workethin
vs;but nor with vs ; and'is not brought

’ R
1
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to pafleby bare inftruction, founding to
the outward eare, nor by morall induce
ments, no,nor by any kinde of operati-
on fo caried, that , when God hathdone.
his patt, it thould remaineinmans choife
to bee, ornot to bee, regenerate; to be,or.
not bee,conuerted: butisavery fuperna-
turall, a moft powerfull , and withall
moft fweet; a wonderfull, hidden, and .
vofpeakeable working, beeing, for the
mightinefle thereof ( according to the
B Scriptures, whicharethedoubtlefleword
| of the very Author of thismighty worke)
not inferiourro thecreation of the world,
or rayfing vp the dead. So thatalivhof,
in whote hearts. God workerh after-this
admirable manner, are cerwminely, infalle
bly,and cffctually regenérared, and a&u-
zﬂygbc}caic;::‘ Feeisepties: Retiti alod 1o 13
A - Andthen thewill) becing:ndwrenew-
@ ©d, isnot onely drawne, and mooued - by
g God,but,God hauing nowfetirongoing,
tﬂfﬁ]ﬁiw@rﬁgj = Wherenpon 2 ;ﬁ?
hi:l%clfcio rcpcnq{nd bcli?:: 107 AR
HigY Hj3 * XILThe
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' XIH

Thefaithfull cannot inthislife attaine
to the full knowledge of the manner of | ho
this working : yet in the meanctime,they Wl hat
content themlelues, and reft in this,name- @ be:
ly, that by the fame grace of God, they
know and fecle, that in their hearts they
belecue,and loue their Sauiour.

XIV

So then faith is the gift of God ; not
in that it is profered by God vnto mans
free-will, but becaufe itis really beftowed, |
infpired, and infufed into man : likewifc, |
not as though Goddidgiuconclya pow- |
er of belecuing, and then fhouldwait the |
leyfure of - manswill for confenting, or Mthe
forthe very a& of belecuing ; but becaufc #8/
‘boththewillingnefleto beleeue, and the §
a2 it felfe of beliefe is wrought in man
by him, that worketh the will, thedeede,
and worketh euenall inall. -

This
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XV.

This grace God oweth no man. For
how can God becomedebtor to him, who
hath nothing to giue firft, that it mighe
berecompenfed to him againe? Nay what
canGod ewe him,who hath nought of his
owne, but {inne;and yntruth ¢ Wholocuer
therefore is made partaker of thiskinde of
grace, cuer oweth, and euer pazcth thanks
§ toGod onely : and who o hath it not; hee
§ cither,framing to him{elfc contentin what
he findeth in himfelfe, regardeth notall
thefe fpeciall things, erin carnall fecuritie
vainely boafteth-of hauing that, which in-
deed he hathnot. |

Fusrthermore , as for thofe that make
8 outward profefsion of the faith,and amend
Weheir lives, we are, by theexampleof the
WApoftles, to iudge, and fpeake the beft of
o¥them; the clofet of the heart being to vs

volcarchable. But asfor thefe, WioA are
notas yet called, we muft pray for themto:
God,who calleth thofe things that are not,;
asifthey were; but in nowifesay wewax
N ~proud:
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| Efoud againft them, as if wee our felues
ad cauled that diftinétion, whereby wee

are made vnlike them. i?t)’
XVL - ol oo i

- On theother fide,as by the fall, man
cealed pot to be man, endued with vinder-
1 {tanding and will, not finne, fpreading it
|| felfechroughall mankind, did abolifhna- [ °f

tuge.in vs, but corrupted and {piritually | ©U

ooooo

flew ityin_like manner this regencrating i do
grace of God worketh not vpon men, as th
if they wereftockes, and ftones, nordoth § 3¢
itabolifb thewill, and properties thereof, | t©

ormaugre conftreineit, but doth (piritual—- ' ‘P‘
ly reuiue it, heale, and redtific it, power- .(’C

fully, and yet gently plic and bend it ; {o 1n|
that where formerly the rebellion of the ple

efh , and ftubbornnefle did domincere | B
without controule,, now a willing, and §
fyncere obédience to the Spirit begins to §
reigne: in which change the true and {pi-

rituall tefeue, and freedome of our will i P
dethconfiit. Andfurely,vnlefle the won-
derfull worker of all: goodnefle fh’oul;pl |
o d 5 .' dca




deale with vs in this fort, there were no
hope left for man to arile from his lapfe
by his frec will, through which, when he
~ ftood found, hethrew himfelfeheadlong

intodeftrucion.

XVIL

Moreouer,as that powerfull operation
of God, by which he giueth being to this
our naturall life, and fufteineth the fame,
doth:notexclude, bur require the vieof

i thofe meanes, by which it pleafechGod, |l
according to hiswiledomeand goodnefle,  §ilf
to employ this his owne power : cuenfo |
the af[:)re{éid fupernaturall working of
God, by which heregenerateth vs, doth
in no wifeexclude, or ouerthrow theem-
ployment of the Gofpel, which God, in his
great wiledome, hathordained to beethe
feede of regeneration, and food of the
{oule.Wherefore, as the Apoftles,and their
Succeflors did pioufly deliuer vnto the
people the do&rine of this graceof God,

for the aduancing of his glory, and bea-
ting downe of allmanner of pride;and yet
I with-

praw)
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withall negle¢ted notby holy admonit;-
ons,taken out of theGofpell,to keepe their
Chriftian flockes within the compafle of
the Word, Sacraments. & exercifc of difci-
pline:{o in thefe daies alfo farre bec it from
cither teachers ,orlearners in the Church,
to prefume to tempt God by difioyn-
ing thofe things, which God, according
to his good- plealure, hath appointed o go
together vofeparably. For byf{uchadmo-
nitions grace it {elfe is deriued to vs: and
the more readily we performe ourdutie,
thereby is the good giftof God working in
vs made more fenlible vnto vs, and his
worke it {elfe beft commeth to perfe&ion.,
Tothe which God alone is due foreuer-
morealltheglorieof thefe meanes, and of
the fauing fruit, and the efficacy of them.
Amen.

THE




(s, OfConuertion. g5 |
THE REIECTION

of the Errors.

The S yr-wde, bauing laid downe the

true do&rine, now reiecteth the
errorsof thofe,

Firft,

T Hat teach,that it cannot well be auouched,

that oviginall finne_ of it [elfe is (ufficient
for the condemning of all mankind, or for the de-
ferning temporall and eternall punifbment. For
they goeagainft the Apoftle, who fayth,
Rom. g. 12. Byone man finne entred into the
World, and death by finne, and [odeath paffed
rvpon all men, for that all baue finned. And
ver. 16. The iudgement was by one to condem-
nation, Item Rom.6.23,TheWagesof finne

15 death. ;

I1.

That teach, that [pirienall gifts, 0"‘3"0‘!
quaisties and cverties ([uch asaregoodneffe, bo- .
3 Iz gneﬂe,
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line(fley andrighteoufne(Je) couldnos be feated in
the Will of man i bis firft creation,and therefore
in bhis fall thewill could nat bee bereft of them. tior
For this is contraryto the defcription of | Jing
the imageof God, layed downeby the A-

poltle, Ephel. 4.24. where hedelcribeth it

by righteoulnefle, and holineffe, which
doubtlefle are placed in thewill.

1 rut

That teach, thac in [piritnall deathno B 04
[pirizuall gifes Were feparared from the will of B g{’z'a
man , for that the Willof it [elfewas nener core ¥
- rupted, but onely encambred by the darkeneffe of m:
the conderflanding, and conrulineffe of the affes S¢
Ehions : which impediments being remoned , the Py
will may pue n vre ber oVone inbred facalty of
freedome, that i, of ber (elfe will, or nill choofe;
orvefife any Kind of vood fet before ber. Veri- B
Iy,this is a newfangle,and erroncous piece 4
ofdo&rine, bent on purpofe fortheen-
hauncing the forces-of Free will, contrary |
‘to that of the Prophet Ieremy cap.15. verl.
9. The baart %5 deceiptfull aboue all things, and
defperavely Wicked : and that of the Apoftle,
AN h | ‘Ephef.




Ephel. 2. 3. Among Whom (namely, children
of difobedience) all wee alfo had our conuer[a-
tion intimes past , inthe lufls of our flefb, fulfil-
ling the Wills of the fle/b, and of theyminde.

e

That teach, that an onregeneratemants
#not [n'operl)', nor totally dead in j%gn_nes, nordesti - 4
tute of allflrength tending to Sirituallgood, but
that bee is able to bunger and thirf} after righte-
B oufneffe; or cuerlafting life, and tooffer the facri-
b _fice of an humble and contrite beart euen [ueh, a5
is acceptable to God. For thefe aflertions
march againft the dire& teltimonies of
Scripture. Ephel. 2, 1.5, Yewere dead intref-
paffes, and finnes. And Gehel6.5.and 8. 21,
Euery imagination of the thoughtsof mans beart
5 oncly eusll continually. -Moreouer thehup-
8 gring, and thirfting for deliuerance ousof
@ mifery,and forlife crernall, asalfo the of-
¥ fering to God the facrifice of a broken
heartis proper to the regeneratc,and fuch
‘as are called blefled, . Pfal. 51.19. Matth.
§.6. R 30 RS ot
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\'/

Thatteach,thatacorrupr and naturallman
~canfo rightly cofe commongrace ( by which
they meanc the light of nature) orthofe,
gifts, which arcleft in bim after the fall that,by
the good Ve thereof  he may attaine to agreater,
namely Euangelicall, or [auing grace, and by de-
grees at length [aluation it [elfe. Andthat God,
for bis part,[beweth himfelfe ready in this maner
to redeale (hrifi toallmen : feeing bedoth fuffi-
ciently, and efficacioufly affoord o euery man ne-
ceffary meanesfor the making Chrif} known,and
for faithandrepentance. For this is conuin-
ced to befalfe, as by the experience of all
agesinthe world, foalfo by the Scriprures,
Plal. 147. 19.20. Heefliewerh bis word cunto
Tacob, bis fRatutes, and bis iudgements <onzo If-

rael ; he barhwot deals fo with any nation,andas

for bisiudgements, they baue not knovne them. |

A&. 14. 16.God intimes past fuffered all na- |
tionsto ywalke intheir owne waies, A&.16.6 7.
Paul,and hiscompany were forbiddzn of the
holy GhoSt to preach the word in Afia, And af-

Zer theywere comero Myfia, they afJayed togoe

- into
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into Bithynia: but the Spirit fuffered themnor,

VI

That teach, thatin tbetrue connerfion of
aman there cannot bee infufed by God any new
qualities, habits, or gusfts into his will : and Jo
that faich, by Which we are firft conuerted, and

from which e are fhiled fachfull ;. s nos any

qualitie, or guift, infufed by God, bst onelyan

it of man : and chat this faith cannot be called

a 2ift othersvife then inregardof the power or
Emeanes ginen Vs, of attaining it. Forthelc
ftrange pofitions are contradictoric to the
holy Scriptures , which teftifie vnto vs,
that God doth infufe or .thed dowane into
our hearts new qualities of faith, obedi-
ence, and fence of his louetoward vs. Iere.
3 1. 3.3. Twill put my la¥ intotheir inward pares,
W and Write it intheir bearss. 1a. 44.3. Iwill
Wpowre ater copon bim o that is thirftie , and
¥ioods vpon the dry ground: Iwill poypre my
ypirit Vponthy feed. Rom.s. . The loueof God
#s shed abroadin our hearts by the holy. Ghost,
Whichis giuen conto rvs, They contradict
allo the continuall practife of theChurch,
| | which
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which vieth to pray after the manner de-
{cribed by the Prophet,Consiert me, O Lord,
and I shall be connerted, lerem.31.ver, 18.

VII

That teach, that the grace, whereby wee_
are conuerted comto God , s nothing elfe but a
gentle inducement ; or ( as others explaineit )
that the moSt noble kinde of Working in mans
consierfton , and moft futable to our natureds
* that, which s performed by fuaforie motises, or B8
aduife : and that no caufe can bee alleadged, B¢
why eten fuch morall grace alone, {bould not of
naturall men , make [perituall : nay moreo-
uer, that God doth not produce the confent of
our will otherwife,then by way of morall cosin-
Jailing: and thatehecf/icacie of Gods working, @  ue
wherein hee exceedeth the working of the De- @ re
will , confsfterh in this, that the Deusll promi- @ re
Jevh temporary things, but God things eternall. J@  to
For thisisdownc-right Pelagianifme_,and @@ m
warcreth againft the whole courfe of the
Scriptures, which befides this fwafory
kinde of moouing, acknowledge in the
conuerfion of a man, another mannet
i Eal vvorkingll




workmg of Gods- {pirit, and that motre
diuine, and of farre greater efficacie,Exek-
36.26. I will giue youa new heart,and anew
§pirit will 1 put within you; and 1 willtake a-
way the Stony beart out of your flefb, and I
wzll giue you an beart of flefh, ¢oc.

YII

~That teach, that God, in regenerating
man, doth not employ that omnipotent [trength,
'ﬁabm'bj bee may po)berfully and infallibly bw
b and bend bis will conto faith , and conuerfion:
- bur that all the gracious operations ( which
God vfeth for our conuerfion ) becing accom-
plifbed , neuertbele/]e man can with§kand God,
and bis boly Spirit, intending thas mans con-
B ucrfion , yea and oftentimes doth make altuall
W refiftance , to the Viter defeating of his o%ne
regencration : [o that st lieth in mans power
~ to bee, or not tobee , regenerate. For this a-
| @ mouateth tono lcffc, then thedenying all
efficacie to Gods grace in our conucrfion,
and tothe fubiecting theworkeof the .Al-
mlghuc vnto the will of man : whichis
ﬂattc cotrary to the do&rmc of the Apo-
5% K ﬁlcs
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poftles, Ephef. 1. 19 T hat wee belecue ac-
cording. to the working of bis mighty poser.
And 2 Theff 1,11. that God fulfilleth all the
good pleafure of bis goodneffe , and the worke C
of fanh with power. And 2.Pet. 1.3. that
Gods powzr bath giuen vntorvs all things, that
pertaine conco life, and godiinefJe.
X

T hat teach, that grace, and free-will are
coparcening casles, ioyntly concsirriisg tothe be-
ginning of conuerfion ; and that grace doth
not inordzr of caufalicy goe before the action of
the will: that is, 1 bar God doth not eff:étu-
ally belpe mans Will Ynto-conuerfion, beforethe
Will of manmooneth and determineth, or fet-
leth it [elfe thereunto. For this doétrine
was long {ithens condemned by the an-
cient Church, among the Pelagian. errors,
out of the Apoftles authoritic, Rom.q.16.
It is not of bim that willeth , nor of him that
runne: b, but of God, that fhewethimercy. And |
1. Cor. 4.7. Who makech thee to diff:r from |
another ¥ and- what baf? thou , that thou didf?
ot receiue ¢ Ivem, Phil,2..13. It #5 God,;
which workethin you, bochtowill,and sadoz,
of bis good pleafwren,  « '



THE
FIFTH CHAPTER,
or Do&rinall head , which is

concerning the per(eucrance of
the Saints.

The firft Article.

» @2 Homfocuer God, accor=
AV’ /. ding to his purpefe, cals
BAN%7/cp voto the fellowfhip of his

&V s fonour Lord Iefus Chrift,
IONR R and regenerates by the ho-
ly Spirit, thofe certainely , cuenin this life,
he frees from the dominion of finne,and
flauery vnder finne, but not altogether

trom the flefh, and body of finne.

I

Fromhencearife inholy mendailyfins |l

of infirmity, and cuen theirbeft workes [l

haue their blemithes, which yeelde vato  |i§

“them rcrpctuall matter of humbling
themfclues before God , of making their |

2o K2  rccourfe |
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recourfevito Chrift crucified, of mortifi- P!
ing the flefh more and more by the [pirit, ik
of prayer,and by holy and godly exercifes;: al
and of ftriving and fighing after thegoale ek
of perfection, folong till, being deliuered it

from thisbody of death, they may reigne g

withthe Lambe of God in theheauens. s

' &

I1I 10

_ , - i el

- By. reafon of thefe reliques of finne w

dwelling in them, and befides this,the J

temptations of the world, and Satan,they, fi

which are conuerted, could notcontinue u

in the ftate of grace, if they were left to al

 theirowne ftrength : but God is faichfull, ri

who mercifully confirmes them in that i)

grace,wherin he hath onceaccepted them, !

and mightily preferueth them in the fame, {k
cuen vato the end.

IV _

' N B

But, although that power of God, cons d

firming , and keeping the truly faichfull €3

in thcil’ta&cof grace, is greater , then can th

pofsibly

. .'\ - »
-\‘ %



pofsibly beouercomeby the flefh : newer:
theleffethey, which areconuerted, arenot
alwayes {o lead, and moued by God,that
they cannot through their owne faule;
{tray , and depart from the guidance of
graccin fome particular actions, and bee

{educed by the concupilcenceof the flefh,

& giuc way vnto thefame.Wherefore they

mult continually watch, and pray , ‘thae

thicy benot lead intotempration.  Which
when they doenot, itis not onlypoflible;

that they fhould bee caried away by the

fleth; the world, and the Diuell, into ‘grees« -
uous, and heinous {innes, butfomerimes

allo, by Gods iuft permiffion, they arecar-
ried away: Whichthelamenrablefalles of
Dauid, Peter, and other of the Saints , def
cribed vito vs in the Scripture, cuidently
thew.

v

Now, by fuch enormous finnes they
greatly offend God', incurré‘the guilt of
death gricuethe bioly Spirit; breake off thie
excrcile offaith | moft oricuou ﬂy woufid
theconicience, now and then for a ¥iliic
i o K ; loofs

‘. L ‘ - -
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loofe the fenfe of grace, vntill, vpon their
returning intothe way by trucand earneft
repentance , Gods fatherly countenance
thine againe vpon them.

VI

For God, whoisrich in mercic, accot-
ding to the ynchageable purpofc of eleti
on, doth not wholy take away his holy
~ Spirit from his, nonot in their gricuous

{lips, nor fuffers them to wander o farre,
- astofallaway from the grace of adoption,

and ftate of iuftification, or tocommitthe
- finnc vato death, or againft the holy
Ghoft, or to bealtogether forfaken of him,
and throw themfelucs headlong into cuct-
latting deftsution. | |

Vil

For firlt of all, in thefe{lips, he prefer- |
ucth in them that his immorrall{cede, ( by
which they werc once borne againe) that
itdye not, nor beloft by them :afterward,
by his Word,and Spirit, he cffectually,and
- I certaincly




certainely reneweth: them againevnro re-
pentance, {o that they doe heartily,and ac-
cording vnto God, lg;ricw.: for their {innes
committed,and witha contrite heart, by
faithin the blood of the Mediatour, cra-
uing forgiuenefle of them, obraine it re-
couer the apprehenfion of the fauour of
God reconciled vinto them,adorchis mer-
cics and faithfulnefle, and from thence
forward more carefully worke out their
f{aluation with feare and crembling.

VIIL.

So,not by their own merits,or ftrength;
but by Gods free metcy, they obraine thus
much, that they neither torally fall from
faith, and grace, nor corinue to the end
inthgir fals, and perith : which, in regard
ofshemfelues, not onely full eafily mighe,
but doubtlefle would come to paffe: yer -
in refpe& of God it cannot fo fall our; fince
neither his counfailecan be changed, nor
his promife faile,nor the calling according
to his purpofe be reuoked, nor Chrifts
merit, interceflion, and-cuftody be made

of J




of none effeét, northe fealing of the holy
Spirit befruftrated, or defaced. |

IX.

Of this preferuation of the cle vnto
faluation,and perfeuerance of truc belee-
uers in the faith, the faithfull them(elues
may beand are afcertained , according to
the meafureof theirfaith, by which they
afluredly belecue, that they are, and (hall
for euer continue true,and liuely members
of the Church, and that they haue remiffi-
onof their {innes, and eucrlafting life.

X
~ And thereforethis certaintic is not from

any {peciall reuelation made befide, or
without, the word,but from faith in Gods

promifes, whichhe hath moft plentifully §

reucaled in his word for our comfort, §

from theteftimonic of the boly Spirit, bea-
ring Witnefse with our Spirit, that e arethe
Jormmes of Gad, and beires. Rom. 8. 16. Laltly
from aferious,and holycarcof keeping a

« S
N LA™ -

58 Of theperfeuerance Chap.s.

good .




(Pap.s. * ‘ofthedamts.” §¢

good conlcience, and endeuour of good

workes. Andif Godschofen (hould wane
inthis world this folide comfort of ‘obraiz
ning the victorie,and thisinfallible pledge
and carnelt of cternall glory, they were
{urely of allmen the molt miferable.

X1

Neuerthelefle, the Scriptures witnefle,
that the faichfull doe wraftle in this life
with diuers doubts of theflefh, and being
plunged indeepe temprarions, do net al-
waies perceiue in themfelues this full affu-
rance of faith, and certaintie of perfeue-
rance : But God, the Father of all confo-
lation, Suffers them mot to be tempted abone.,
that they are able,but with the temptation makes
away to efcape. 1.Cor.10.13. and by his
holy Spiritreuiueth inthem the certaintic
of perfeucrance. - ‘ |

.

‘Now {ofarreisaffurance of perfeueranee
in‘the truly faithfall from making them

Y 1
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proud, and carnally fecure, that, on the
contrari, it is the very roote of humilitie,
of*filiall reuerence, of true godlinefle, of
patience in all conflicts, of feruent prayer, ek
of conftancie in bearing the crofle, and in W
confefling Gods truth, andlaftly of folide
ioy in God: and that moreouer the confi-
deration of this benefit becommeth 2
goad,or fpurre,to incite them to aferious,
and continuall exercife of thankfulnefie,
and good workes ; asappeareth by thete-
ftimonies of the Scriptures, and examples
of the Saints. |

By, < -~ T N 1

el | ¢

Nordoth the reuiued confidéce of pet-
{eucrance beget wantonnefle, or reakelefle
negle& of pieticin thofe, who arereftored
vpon their fall, but a farre greater care to
walke more circumf{pectly in the waies of
the Lord, which are prepared to this end,
that by walking therein they may hold
faft the cerraintie of their perfeucrance ;

left by reafon of the abule of his fatherly
bounty, Gods gratious countenance (the

bChOlf -
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deholding whereof is {weeterthen life to
the godly, the with-drawing more bicter
then death) bee againe turned away from
them,and fo they become moregricuoufly
wracked inconlcience,then bcfcg)rc.

XIIII
And,asit pleafed God to beginne this
his worke of gracein vs by the preaching
of the Gofpel, foby the hearing, reading,
meditation , exhortations, threates, and
promifes of thefame, as alfo by the vle of

the Sacraments, he maintaineth, continu-
cth, and petfitteth his faid gracious work.

XV

This doctrine concerning the perfeuc-
rance of true beleeuers;- and Saints, and
the cerraintic thereof (which God to the

- glory of his name, and comfort of godly
{oules hath moft abundantly rcuca%cd in
his word, and imprinteth in thehearts of
the faichfull) howfocuer fleth and blood
apprehends it not, Sathan hatesit, the
e L 2 world
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‘world laughes atit, ignorant men, and hy:
pocrites aﬁufc it,and erroncous fpirits op-
pugneit : yet the Spoufe of Chrifthathal-

waies moft tenderly loued, and conftan tly

defended it, as a treafure of vnualuable

price. Which that fhe may ftill doe, God
will prouide, and bring to pafle : againft
whom neither can any counfaile availe,
not {trength preuaile. _
To whichonely God the Father,Sonne,
and holy Ghoft, be honour, and gloric for
cucrand euer. Amen. -
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HE REIECTION

of the Errars touching the
Doéirineofthe Per/ene-

| - rance of the Saints,
T he Synode, bauing declared the Or-
thodoxe do&rine,now proceedeth
todifauos. theerrors of thofe ;

: - 1, el
Hat teach, that the perfeucrance of the

- faithfull is not an effeE of election, or any
gift of God, purchafed by the death of (hrif?,
but that it 75 a condition of the ne coucnant;
which'ss t0"bee Rerﬁi}*ifq_edga@ mans part, by bis
owrie free-will, before bis((as they them.  “|j
{clues {peake) peremprory eleClion and iuSti- ||l
fication, For the hqu{,_St‘:r'ipt,urc witnefleth, "

A thatit followes vPor‘lj‘e] c&t ion !,r?n& is. gie
# ucn to'the ‘cle® by vertue of Chrifts
death;refurtection,and intercelsion, Roms.

8.32. &c.' Heerhar #Zﬁd‘ not bis g¥ne foune,

but delinered hinh rop fir Us.dl, bosijball be

nor wirh bim allo freely giue ros all things? i



~ €4 Oftheper cuerance Chap.s. | (!

1 ho fhalllay any thing to the charge of Gods
et 2 It 15 God, that wuflifiech , who is bee .
that-condemneth 2 It #s Chrift, that died , yea JJ and
or rather, that 7 rifen qgaine | who s euenae | tha
the right band of God, . who alfo maketh in- | 10 tl
tercefsion_forvs. Who [ball [eparate Vs from of 0
the loue of Confl> ik |

II

That teach, that God indeede furnifheth
the faithfull man with [ufficient flrength to
perfeueres, and is ready to maintaine. that
Sirength inbim, if hee bimfelfe be not wanting
to bis dusie : yet, notwitltanding, when as
all habilities nec?bry onto perfeucrance, and
all things, which God is pleafedta cvfe for the
preferuationof faith , are granted , and [et in
readineffe, that it $}ll remayneth in the chaife,
and pleafure of mans Will to peyfenere, or-not.
For thisopinionis eafilie difcouered tobe |
an impe of Pelagianifme : which , whileft
it ftrives to make man freg, makes him
facrilegioufe, contrary to- the vniforme,
and Ecrpcmﬁllfc:ohfc\nt of Euangglicall
Doctrine , which quite ftrippeth man ﬁlf can b

' ¢
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| (Pap.se oftheSamts. 6y
all matter of boalting , and afcribeth the
glorie of this benefit to Gods grace onely:
and contrary to the Apoftle, witnefsing,
thatitis God, who fball confirme cos euen con-

to the end, that We may be blamele[Je inthe day
of our Lord Iefus Chrift. '

111

That teach, that the regencrate, and true
beleeuers, not onely may totaily, and finally fall
from inflifying faith, as alfo from grace, and
. W faluation, but thar frequently alfo they indeede
- W oc fall from all thefe, and perifh enerlaftingly.
-l For this opinion makes the very grace of
, Riuftification, and regeneration, & Chrilts
:
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cantinuall cuftody voyde, and of no ef-
fet, contrary to the exprefle words of
Saint Paul, Rom. §.8. &c. While wee were
et finners , .Chrift died for ros ; much mare
Wehen beeing now iustified by bis blood, wee fball
W [aucd from wrath through him. And con-
trary to the Apoftle Saint lohn, 1.Ioh.;.9.
Whofoeuer 15 barne of God , dorh not commit
inne : for his feede remayneth inbim., neither
can he finne, becaufe heeis borne of God. and _.
' allo |
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allo contrary to the words of our Sauiour,

Toh. 10728 2. T gine eternall life conto my.

Ll fhzepe, and they [hall neazr perifly, neicher

i fhall any pluckzthem out of myhand : my Fa-

- ther which gaue them mee, is greater thenall;
and none is able to plucke thems out of -my Fa-
thers hand. '

8%

That teach, thatzhe regenerate,and truely
1 faithfull, may finne the finne conto death , or
againft the boly Ghoff. Whereas the fame
Apoftle Iohn, in the fifth Chapter.of his
firft Epiftle,hauing (verfe 16.) made men-
tion of fuch, as fgmed vnto death, and
forbidden to pray for them, prefently
(verfe 18.) addeth ; We knosy, that, whofo-
il euer is borne of God, finneth not (to witthar
kinde of {inne ) but bee, that is begotten of
God ; keepeth himfelfe, and that wicked one
toucheth bimnot., -

- That teach, thai:n_o‘ certaintie of futurt
perfeuerance can bebad in thislife, withous [pe

ciall venclation, For by this do&riné the

¢ ol
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~ thing to bee denbefull of fuch  perfeserance. |
M For &

is quite taken away, and the do&rincof
doubtfulnes (auouched by the Papifts) is

brought againeinto the Church. Wheteas

the holy Scripture cuery-where draweth

this aflurance, not from {peciall, and ex-
traordinary reuelation, but from the pro-

per markes and fignes of Gods children,

and from the vnfailable promifes made by
God himfelfe : Efpecially the Apoftle,
Rom 8.39. Nocreatureis able to [eparates
s from the lone of God, which is in lefus
Chriff. AndSaint Jobn,x.Ioh.3.2 4.He that
keepeth kis commandements, dwelleth inbim,
and heeinhim: and beereby we know, that be
abideth in rvs , ewen by the [piric, which bee
bath giuen cvs. | |
VI

That teach , that the Doflrine maintai-
ning affurance of perfenerance,and of [aluation,
#,0f & owne nature , and guife , a foft pillow
for the flefb, and bartfull to good manners,

- godlineffe, praying. and other holy courfes ;and | |

contrarsife, that it is a roery commendable_,

“aps. of theSaines. 67

 folid comfort oftrue heleeuersin this life,
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For the oppolers of this affurance doe

cuidently thew, that they know not the

powerfulnefle of Gods grace , nor the o-
peration of the holy Gholt dwelling in
the heare,& fpare notro outfacethe Apo-
ftle Saint Iobn , athrming the contrary in
cxprefle termes, 1.1oh.3.2.3. Beloued  now
are Wee the [onnes of God , and it doth net yét
appeare, What wee [ball bee : but wee know,
that, when be [hall appeare, wee (ball bee ltke
bim = forwee [ball fce bim as beis. And esie-
ry man 5 that bath this bope in bim ; purificth
himfelfe, euen as bez is pure. They are alfo
refuted, by the examples of holy men,
both in the old and new Teftament, who,
though well affured of their owne per-

feucrance and faluation, yet gaue not o-°

uer prayers, and other exerciles of godli-
nefle.

Vil

That teach, that the faithof thefe, that - |
beleeue but fora [eafon , differeth not fromin-

[ifying and faning faith, but oncly i refpeét
of continnance. For Chrilt himfelfe, Math.
13.20. and Luk.8.13. manifeftly putteth
| a three-

6§ Of thé'pcr‘eer‘a'nce bﬂp.. '
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a threefold difparifon berweene, tempo
rifers , and truc belecuers ; faying, tha
thofe receiue thefeedein a ftony ground,
thefe in good ground, that is, in an ho-
neft and good heart : thofe want ropte,
thefe haue afaft roote: thofeare fruitiefle,
thefe bring foorth their fruit with diuer-
{1ty of yeelde, and that with patience,that
is, withconftancy,and petfeucrance.

VIII

Y

That teach, that it is not abfurd , thata
man (bould loofe bis firSt regeneration, and bee
againe and againe new-borne [piritaally. For
they, that teach this, doethereby deny the
vncorruptiblenefle of that diuine {eede,
whereot weeare borne anew:contrary to
the teftimony of the Apoftle Saint Pezer,

" 1.Pet.1.23. Beeing borne againe ,not of cor-
ruprible [eede, but of incorrnprible.

X

- That teach, that Chrif} neuer prayed for
the faithfulls infallible perfeserance fn faith.
e M2 e




The Conclufion. -

For: shcy contradict Chrift himfelfe; fay-
ingto Peter,Luk.22 32. I hane @ed for

thee, thatthy faith faile not : And al_(o wit-

ncfsingj, (Ioh.ry.20.) that himfelfe pray- .

ed , not oncly for his Apottles, but allo
for all, that (hould beleeue by their word,
when hcc faide, (verfle 11.) Holy Father,
keepe through thine owne name t/fo/c.. ) whom
thou hafk giuen mee. And verfe 15. I pray

not , that thou [houldf} take them oz:t of the

- -world but that thou fbouldef} kezpe them from
the eusll.

The ( onc/a[ on.
ANd this is the plaine , fimple, and

naturall cxphcauon of the Orchodox
Dod&rine,concerning the fine Articles cons
trouerted in the vnited Prouinces of the
Low-countreys , as alfo the reiection ot
thof¢ errours, wherewith the Churehes of
the fayde thhcrlands haue for a time
beene much troubled. Which their de-
termination, the Synode holdethito be
taken out of Gods word , and agregable

to. the Confcﬁ;lons of the Reformed
: ~ Churches.




. The Conclufion.
Churches. Whereby it mamfcﬁly ap-
peareth, with how fmall truth, equitie, or
charity, fome, whom fuch dcalmors leatt
befeemed, haue laboured to bcatcmmthe
peoplcs hcads |
That, zhe Do&'rmc_. of the Reformed
Churches , concerning Predeflination and the
other points thereon appendant , doth, of its
owne bent , and inclination, call off mens mindes
fromall rel igion , and piety : that itss the cu-
fhion, Which the Deuill layeth vnder our fizfb,
the rvery caftle of Satan, outof Whici he lay-
eth Watch for all, woundethmoft wen, and [Iri-
keth dead cvery many, itk the darts , as well
. of deSpaire,as of fecarity.
Thar, this doétrine maketh God the anziror
of finne , rvmu/l a tyrant, an hypocrite, and

that it is nothing elfe, but a patched compofure
of Stoscifme, Manicheifme, Lzberz:zm/m,, and

§
Fe
2 i
it
[}

Turcifme.

Thar, it maketh men carnally fecure, as be-
ing tbere[))’ perfsvaded; that theElelt, line they
bow they lift, muf? needes be faned, and there-
fore mey on Gods name ranne through all the
outragious <villenics in the World : and contra-
mbx/e that it booteth noz the Reprobates for
M 3 their
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their [ aluation,tbéhgb they [bould [yncerely per-
forme all the good Works, which any Saint bath
" done,

bis owiie ablolute will, and meere purpefe,with-

out any respeét at all of finne , bath fore-or<

dayned , and created the farre greatef} part
of men in the world, to bee dammed for exer.

That, as Election is the fountaineand ori-
ginall canfe of faith,and good Workes, fo inlike
manner Reprobation is the caufe of infidelitie,
and wickednefJe.

- That,many of the children of the faithfull

are in their infancy , svithout any guilt at all, ta-
ken from their mothers breaSts, and tyrannoufly
caft beadlong into bell-fire ; fothat neither the_
Sacrament of Baprifme, nor the prayersof the
(barch at their baptifing, can at all auasle them.
And many other obloquies of this
{treine,which the reformed Churches not
onely do notadmit,butalfo deteft with all
their heart. |
Wherefore this Synod, holden at Dort,
requefteth, and in the name of the Lord
adirethall, whofocuer ingodly zeale call
vpon the name of our Saujor Iefus Chrli]&’
thag

That, by it Wweearetaught, that God, ont of




’ The CODCIUHOﬂé ; 7; |
that they would be pleafed toiudge of the - ||
do&rineof the Refgrmed Churches, not
out of calumnies raked vp hereand there,
no nor out of the priuate Tenets of fome,
whether old, of nevy, Do&ors, and thofe
oftentimes cither {inilterly cited, or cor-
rupted, or ftreined to afence neuer intéded
by the Authors , butoutof the publifhed
Confeffions of the Churches themfelues,
and (for thefc points) out of this Declara-
tion of orthodox¢ do&trine agreed vpon,
and enaéted by the ioynt confent of aland

cuery themembers of this whole Synode.
And,as for rath, and flanderous tradu-
cers, the Synod earneftly aduertifeth them
tolookevntoit,and confider how heauy
an account they are to giue vinto God, that
beare falfe witnefle againft fo many
Churches, and {o many Church-confef-
{ions , trouble the confciences of the
weake, and labour to draw the focietie of

true beleewers into {ulpition with many. -
Laftly, this Synodeexhorteth all their
Fellow-Minifters of the Gofpel, to haue
a pious, and religious care, in thehand-
ling of this Dorine,whether in {chooles,
i
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hearers. Amen.

[ he Conclufion.
or pulpits ; and whenfoeuer they vnder-
take it by word, or pen,dilcreetly to ac-
commodate the fame to the aduancement
of Gods glorie,to the promoting of holi-
nefle of lite, and ro the comforting of af-

flicted, and affrighted foules : to frame 4
not onely their iudgement, butalfo their

 fhile of {peach , to the {quare of the Scrip-

tures, and futably to theanalogy of Faith:

Laltlie, to forbeareall fuch phrafes,or ma- S
ner of fpeach, as paflc the bounds, fet ’
outvato vs, of theright meanin

g of the o
holy Scriptures, and withall giue way- d
ward wranglers iuft occafion of tradu-
cing, or {landring the Doérine of the Cl
Reformed Churches, Pr

The Sonne of God Iefus Chrift, who S
fitting at the right hand of his Father, § of.
beftoweth gifts on men, fan&ifie vs in ,
his truth, bring backe into the way of Le
trath thofe, that are gone aftray, ftoppe
the mouths of thofe, that {lander found q
do&rine, enduc the faicthfull Minifters of
his word, with the fpirit of wi(dome and
dilcretion, thatall they veter, may tend to
theglory of God , and edification of thﬁir
This
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@5 This isour opinionand
iudgement,

In witnefle whereof we haue beereto
fubfcribed.

Obannes Bo germannus , Minifter of the.
(hurch of Lewerden : and Prefident _of the

Synode. '

Tacobus Rolandus, Minifler of the Cburcb

;f Amflerdam , and Afsiftant to the [aid Prefi-
2nt.

Hermannus Faukelzw , MiniSter of the
Church of Middelburg, and Afsistantto the /éud
Prefident.

Sebaflianus Damman,Minifler of the Cburcb
of Zutphen, and Secretarytothe Synode. -

Festus Eommius, MinsSter of the Churchof
Leyden, and Secretary tothe S jnode -

qFrom GREAT BRITAINE.

George, ﬂg/bo Landaf
Iohn Dauemmt, Priest, Dobor , and publike

Profeffor of Dimmty inthot?’ muerﬁty of Cam- -

bridge and Mafler of Queenes (olledge there. -




Samuel W ard , Prieft, Doltor o[ Diginity,
Archdeacon of me, and Mafler o of Sidney
Colledge in the Vninerfity of (ambridge.

Thomas Goad, Priest, Doélor of Diuinity,
~cbuﬁ-0)auntor of the Catbedmﬂ Church of S.
Paul in London.

Gualter Balcangquall , a Scotch-man, Priest,
Batchelowr of Dininity.

gFrom the County Palatine of the
RHENE.

Abrabam Scultetus Doétor of Disinity, and
| Profeffor of the fame in the Pniuerfity of Hei-
| delbe:;g

Paulus Toffanus, Doctor of Diuinity , and
Counfazler in the Ecclefiaflicall Senage of the
loer Palatmate.

- Henricus Altingius,Doélar of Diuinity, and
Profe(Jor therof inthe Vniuerfity of Hetdelberg

¢ From HA ss1A.

Geargzm Cruciger , Doflor of Dmm:)
E Prq% adnaw Rp&waﬁbd’mxﬁs) of'

Marpsog.



el Sareg o of the-Cours, and |
Profe(Jor in the coliedgeof Gentry, called Ak

phicum Mauritianum, a¢ Caffels. |
Daniel Angelocrator Minifter of ehe Thurch
of Marpwrg, and fuperintendent of the neighbor
Churches, copon Laun and Bdder. Rt
R odolphus Goclenius the elder y Chiefe pros

feffor of found philafophy in the meﬁty tf
Marpurg, and now Deane there.

E ,

Tobannes Tacobus Breytingerus, Minifler af I
the Church of Zurik.

Marcus Rutimeyerus , Dostor of Dininity, §
and Minifder of the Cbu'rrbaf Bearae.

Sebaftianus Beckivs , Dettor of :D:my,
and Profeffor of the new Teftamene in the V- i
niuerfitie of Bafile, and Deane of the facalty qf ;
Diuinity there.

Wolgangus Mayerus Do&or qf Dmmztj,
“and Paflor of the Church of Bafile. {

Iobannes Convadus Cockzm M mrﬂer af theff

' Charcef Sl I

¢From ZVITSERLAN D.
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q Prom the Correfpondence of
- WEDDERAYV.

Iohanmes Henricus AlSledius ordinary Pro-

feffor inthe famons NafJauigue Schoole a Her-
borne.

- Georgius Fabricius Minifter of the Church
of Windech in the (ounty of Hanow , ihd oucr-
Jeer of the adioyning (hurches. '

€ From the common-wealeand Church
of GENEva.

\  Iobannes Deodatus, a Paflor in the Church of
\ .Geneua, and ProfefJor of Liuinity there.

' Theodorus Tronchinus, Minifter of Gods
Wl wordinthe Church of Genesa , and Profe(for
B of Diuinity there.

€ From the common-wealeand Church
i ~of BREME.

n the fame.
Hen-

‘ Matthias Martinius, Re&or of the famous -
Il Schoole of Breme , and Profeffor of Dininity _
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| M ,
Eemvicus 1ffelburg, DoElor of Divinity,the
[eruant of lefus Chreft at the paysft of theVirgin
Mary inthe ( burch of Breme, and FProf:flor of
the New Teflamient mkeSchoole there,
Ludouicus Crocius, Doétor of D iuinity, Mi-
niffer of S. Martins farifh in the ( burck of
Breme, and in the famon: Jihoole there Profe/-
Jor of the old TeStament , and praéticall Phile-

fophy.

¢ From the common-wealeand Church
of EMBDEN.

Daniel Bernardus Eilfbemius ,the ancient
Paftor of the Church of Embden.: .. - -

Ritzius Lucas Grimer [hemins,Paftor of the
Church of Embden. v cuRtiol

€ TheBeLGT cQ/E lProfgﬁb_rsof.
Diuinity.

Tobannes Polyander , Doélor of Diuinizy,
d Profeffor in the Fniuerfity of Leyden.
Sibrandus Lubbertus, Doctor of Dininity,
- 4 ProfefSor-in the Vniucrfity of Friefland.

| Francifcus Gomaras D octor ,of Diuinity;,and
| N3 .. Pro-
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Frofeffor in the Vmuerﬁt_y of Gronmngm 3.4nd
Omland. =
Antonins I}ﬁus Proféﬂ'ar af Dmnu)' in
the renowned Schoole of Harderwik in Gelder- ;
land.
Antonius Wal.em Pq/lor of d:e church of Mid- d
delbarg, andcalled from the renowned School:
I there,among other Disiines to the Synode.
| R
Fromthe Dutchyof GELDER-L AND /
and County of ZVTPHEN. ¢
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I Gulielmus Steplmni » Doctor of Disinity a
and Paflor of the Church of Arnhem. M

| Ellardus a Meben,Pator of the (burch of '
f Harderwick, : f

Tohannes Bouiller, Minifter o/ W arm.y?eld
Tacobus V' erbqydm Elder of the (burch of 4
Neumeghen, and Rector of the [choole there.
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| From South-I—I OLLAND.

| Bakbafar Lydius M. F. Pafior of God of
5 Chwrch inthe city qf Dors. -
Edouricus Arnoldi Preacher at Delf. Te
- Gusbertus Poctins, Pastor-of the C bm
Wm | ./!rnold B,
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Arnoldus Mufius o Hab 3¢zltf of Somh-
Holland, Elder of the (hurchof Dore. - -
| IshannesLatius, Elder of the Church of Ley- .

den.

i

<o

¢ From NO-RTH—HOLLA'ND. L

Lacobus Trgglmdm : Mzmﬂer of the urcb
"N of AmfEerdam. Cb
Abrabamus 2 Dooreflacr , M inifter of  the
0 Churchof Enchufen.
) Samucl Bartholdus, 'Paﬂor of the Clmrc/: of
1 Monichodam. -
f  Theodorus Heyngius, Elder of the Charch
of Amflerdam.
 Dominicus ab IYeem:ktrrk Elder of the
I Church of Amflerdam.

qFromZEE-LAND.. s

: Godq"rxdw Va Janmmx,?aﬂor of the C/mrcb
. of Zurick-zee. |
Comelzm Rggms ’I’aﬂor of the Charch of W
Tergoofe. i
Lambertus de ﬂ{Jcke,Paﬂar of;be Chrcb of
.’Bergm 12) Zm .- |
‘ Io/'m e
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Iofias Poskergius, Elder of the (burch of 1

1 Middlebarg.
. Andrzmus Hofferus, Coun/azler of the towne 0
i of Zurick-fecand Elder of the Church there. 0

€ Fromthe Prouinccof VI RECHT.

- Iobannes Dibbezius, Minifter of Dort, De- !
puty of the Orthodox Synode of Vtrecht. =
Arnoldus Qortcampius,, Pastor of the (burch
of Amesfbrt , :

gFrom PRIESLAND

Hormtzm lobannts, Servant of qu us Chrif? ‘
crucified,inthe (burch of Snek.
Philigpus Danielis Eilfbemius, ?aﬂor of the

(burch of Harling.
Kempo Harinxma d Doma Elder of the (
(hurch of Leverdin.
_ Tacitusab Ayfma, Elder of-the C burcbes in ¢

Bazrgzrt chbtum and Harmardt

q'PromOVER-ISELL

| ’ t‘aﬂmrus St&ehus, Pastor of the Clmrcb of
1 Deuepter  Hermannas

e
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Hermannus Wiferding, Minifler of the Goj-
pel of Chrift, inthe Church of Swoll.
Hieronymus Vogclius, Paftor of the Church
of Ha[Jelt,row depured by the Orthodoxe Church
of Campen.
Tobannes Langius, Preacher of 1Woollenhoof.
Wilbelmus 4 Broickbuyfen tes Doeme,depa-_

ted for anElder. ‘
Ioaunes 4 Lauwick, deputed for an Elder.

€ Fromthc Towncof GRONNINGEN,
and the Territories thereabout.

Cornelius Hillenius, the Seruant of Chrif? in
the Church of Gronningen.
Georgius Placius, Pastor of the Church of
Apingdam,
Walfgangus Agricola,MiniSter of the (hurch
of Bedam. |
Wigboldus Homerus, Manifter of the Church
of Midwold.
- Fagbertus Halbes, Elder of the (harch of
Gronningen. = R
Toannes Rufelacrt, Elder of the Church of Wi\
Stedum. : i

O § Eon .
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qFromD RENT.

Themo ab Affcheberg, Paflor of the Church
of Meppelen. |
Patroclus Romelingius, Paflor of the Church

of Rbuine. -
¢ Fromthe W A 1 1 o N Churches.

Daniel Colonins, Minister of the Churchof |
Leyden, and Regent of the Coliedgeof Wallons '
in the Vniuerficie of Leyden. ‘

Toannes Crucius, Minifter of Harleim.

Toannes Doucher, Minister of Vluis/bing.

Ieremias de Powrs , Minifter of the Wallon
Church at Middleburg.

Euerardus Beckerus , Elder of the Wallon
Church at Middelburg.

Petrus Pontanus , Elder of the Clmrcb i
Amflerdam. |
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Toteflifie, thatall the premiffes,touching
the fiue controuerted points, were thus
iudgedand enacted, weethe Deputies
of the Illuftrious and mighty LL. the
States generall, appointed for the Sy-
nod ,haue herefet to our hands.

¢FromGELDERLAND. .
Martinus Gregorsj, Dolhor, (Counfailer of | ,
the Dutchy of Geldzrland, and County of Zis- ||

ph:n. |
Henr:cus van EfJen, Counfeller of the Dut-

chy of Gelderland,and Countic of Zuthen.

q FromHoLLAND.

Walrauus de Brederode.
Hugo Muys van Holy.
Tacobus Boelius.
Gerardus de Nieuburch.

T FromZEELAND.

- Symon Scotte, Counfeller and Secretary of
the Towne of Middleburg.
o 02 Tacobus

f .':
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Tacobus Camipe , (ounfeller of the. States of
Zecland.

€ From the Prouinceof VTR ECHT.

THE.

Fredericus van Zuylen van Nyeuelt. :
Wiihelmus van Flaydeucls. §
€From FRIESLAND. 5

Erneftus ab Aylua, (ounfailer of the States
of Friefland, Griet-man of East Dangerland. t
Ernefiusab Harm>ma,chiefe Counfeller in. | ¢
the prouinciall Conrz of Fricfland. I
s
€rromOvER-IssEL. a
Henricus Hagen. C]
c
€ From GRONNINGEN and the E
OMLAND:S: .
f Hieronymus Iftrants. LV, D. H
| Edzardus lacobus Clant 4 Stedum. !
_ a
| And Daniel Heinfius, Secretaryto the faid o
| Worfhipfull Deputies. -
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THE SENTENCE
of the Synod concerning
the ‘Remonflrants.

HE truth , by Gods gtace,
Y beeing hitherto explained,
¥ and maintained,errouts reie-
&ed , and vniuft calumnies
remooucd of out the way;
this Synode of Dorr, (of whofe taske this
part yet remaines ) doth: {erioufly, vehe-
mently,and, by the authoritie ( which ac-
cording -to Gods word, it obtaines oucr
all the members of her Churches ) in
Chrifts name intreat, ‘exhort, warnc,and
enioyneall, and cuery Paftor of Churches
in the vnited Prouinces , all Profeflors,
Do.tors,and Reéors.of Vniuerfities,and
Schooles, and bricfly all:in generall , to
whom either the charge of foules, or in-
{truction of youth is committed, that they
abandoning the fiue knowne Articles of
the Remon§trants (which are both erro-
neous in them(elues, and lurking holes for
other errors)for their parts,and as much as
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e dynods [eptence
in them lieth, preferue cleare, and yntein-
ted, this wholcfome do&rineof the fz-
uing truth , drawne from the moft pure
fountaine of Gods word, that they pro-
pound, and expound it dilcreetly , and
faichfully to the peopleand youth ; and di-
ligently declare the vieof it, which will
bee moft comfortable,and profitable both
in lifeand in deathvnto them : that they
inftruct with mildenefle, and enforme
withthe euidence of trueth , fuch of the
flockeaswander,and are ofanother mind,
being carried out ot the way with new o-
pinions (ifatany time God fhall giuevi.to
thé repentance to acknowledge the truch)
that,being reftored to a better mind, they
may with onefpirit, mouth, faith, & loue,
returne againe vnto the Church of God,
and Communion of Saints. That {o at
the laft, thewcund of the Church being
clofed vp, and growentogether, allthe
members thereof may haue one heart, and
one foulein the Lord.

And, foralmuchas thercarc fomegone
out from among vs vnder the title of Re-
monflrants (which name of Remonfirants,

- as

———
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of Remonflrants.
as alfo of Contra-Remonftrants,the SYNODE
thinkes fit hencefoorth for cuerto be for-
gotten and abolithed) who, violating the
difcipline, and order of the Church, and
contemning theadmonitions , and udge-
meats of their brethren , haue by their fa-
ctious proiects , and vnlawfull meanes
greatly,and very dangeroufly troubled,a-
bout thefe points of doctrine, the Nether-
land Churches, heeretoforemoft Aourifh-
ing, and linked togetherin faich,and loue:
haue renecwed old and noxious errours,
and alfo forged new ; difperfing them a-
mong the people both in publike, and
private, by word, and writing , and molt
cagerly maintaining them : morcouer
haue, withoutmeafure, or ceafe, layed on
load of flaunders, and reproaches, to dif= -
grace the doctrine hitherto receined in
thefe Churches: and filled all places farre
and neere with {candals, diffenfions, tur-
moyles,and {cruples of confcience: which
heinous offences againlt thefaith ,againft
charitie,againft good maners, and againft
the vaity and peace of the Church, fecing
they are not fufferable inany, cerrainely

31,‘
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9o T he Synods ﬁnfm‘t‘e
in Paftors they muft of neceflity bee puni-
fhed with a very feacre cenfure, fuch as
hath in all ages beene inflicted by the
Church infuch cafes. |
" Heereupon theSYyNnoOD E,hauihg cal-
led vpon Geds molt holy name, well
knowing their owne authority, warranted
out of Gods word, infiftingin the foot- J
fteps ofall lawfull Synods, as well ancient, 1
as tholcof later times, and firengthened ‘
{
\

with theau:hority of the molt llluftrious
LL.the States Generall, declareth , and iud-
geth thofe Paftors, who were leaders of

fa&ions, & parties, and teachers of errors, t
to be held guilty , and conuit of corrupt- C
ing religion, rending the vnity of the n
Church, and rayfing molt gricuous {can- C
dals; and moreouer thofe that were cited tC
to this Synode, to bee further guilty of in- C
tolerable contumacy againit the decrees th
of the fupreme Magiftrate publithed in th
this Synode,and again{t this venerable Sy- th

o

node it felfe.
For which caufes the Synode firft of
all , ftraitly inhibiteth and debarreth

the faide cited perlons, from all Ecclefi-

o A
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afticall fun&ion, difcharges them of their
places, and alfo holds them ynworthy of
any office in the Vniuerfities, vnuill bﬁ fe-

rious repentance, fully euidenced by their
contrary words,a&ions,and endeauours,
they make fatisfa&tion vnto the Church,
and bee truely and fully reconciled vnto
her, and re-entertained into the commu-
nion thereof. Which wee moft heartily
wifh in our Lord and Sauiour Chrift, for
their owne good, and the ioy of the
whole Church. ¥
Bur as for thereft, of whom this Na-
tionall Synod hath not taken notice,wee
commit them (according to the accufto-
med order ) to the Prouinciall Synods,
Clafles , and Prefbyteries : which are
to prouide with all diligence, that the
Church may neither recciueany hurtfor
the prefent, nor haue caulfeto fearcit for
the time to come : to diftinguifh, with

the fpirit of difcretion, betweene the fol-
lowers of thole crrours , namely.to ' de-
priue with all {peede the ftubborne, cla-
morous, factious,and turbulent, of their
Ecclefiafticall and Scholafticall Offices,
o P
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“or  TheSynods fentence

which belong to the cognifance of thofc
Synods : for which purpofe wee warnc
them, prefently, and withoutdelay, vpon
the receipt of the Iudgemeont of this Na-
tionall Synode ( thelicence and authori-
ty of the Magiftrate being obtained there-
to) to aflemble and meete together, left
by lingring and {lackenefle, the milchiefe
gather ftrength , and ger further ground.
But as for thole , that haue fallen off
through weakenefle, becing tranfported
by the ftormeof the times , and happily
wauet , yea or diflent in matters of lefler
moment , yet are modeft, peaceable, of
blamelefle conuerfation, and willing to
beebertterinftruéted, they are ta prouoke
and ftirre vp [uch, with all gentlenefle,
charity, and patience, to true and perfe&t
concord with the Church : yet with this
prouifo, that they beevery cautelous, tha
they admit none into the facred Minifte-
ry, who fhall refule to fubfcribe vnto,and
teach the Do&rine declared in thefe Sy-
- nodicall Conftitutions: and further,thae

. they retaine none in the Minifterie, by

E ‘whofemanifeft diflention,the Doétrine,




with fo vniuerfall a confent ; approoued
in. this Synode, may be empeached ,-and
the concord of Paftors, and tranquility
of the Churchagaine difturbed.

Moreouer, this venerable Sy NoDE,
carnelftly aduifeth all Ecclefiafticall affem-
blies, to beecarefull and watchfull, ouct
the flockes committed to their charge,in
time to mect with all innouations, couert-
ly {pringing vp in the Chuyrch, & to pluck
vyp [}uchg ta%‘csp out of the Lords h-%ldc:
likewie, that they haue a {peciall eyeand
care ouer Schooles, andthe Gouernours
of Schooles, left by priuate and crooked
opinions,inftilled into youth,thelike mil-
chicfe heercafter grow againe ypon the
Church,and Common-wealth.

Finally , as this Synode yeeldeth hum-
ble thankes. to the moft Illuftrious, and
mighty LL. the States Generall of the
viited Prouinces , forthatin {o needfull
and {eafonable a time, they haue relicued
the afflicted and decayed eftatc of this
Church, by affoording the remedy of a
Synode, receiued into their protection
the rucand faithfull feruantsof God; ta-
| , . Y

J =
>
*

kc ' ~ "




ken order to haue the pledge of all blef
fings ,'and of Gods prefence , namely the
-~ truth of his Word, religioufly, and holi-
ly preferued, in their Dominions, and
{pated neither coft, nor paines,to aduance
and perfect o greata worke (for which
gcod ofhices performed by them, the Sy-
node moft heartily wifheth of God, a
moft plentifull both f{pirituall, and tem-
porall reward, into the bofomes of them
all in the publike , and of euery of
thenwin their particular:) (o alfo it fur-
ther earneftly , and humbly entreats the
faide molt gracious LL. that they would
bee plealed, to will and command this
wholeforne Do&rine, faichfully expref~
fed by this Synode, according to Gods
word,and the confent of the Reformed
Churches , to bee folely and publikely
taught in their Dominions ; to nippe in
the hiead all vpftarting herefies, and er-
rors ; to curbe vaquier and turbulent
fpirits 5 ftill to-approouc themfelues true
and louifig Fofter-Fathers of the Church;
to ratific this Synodicall Sentence de-
crccd'égninﬂ: the forementioned perfons,

accor-




- ¢f Remonfirants. o8
according to the Ecclefiafticall authority,
confirmed by the lawes of the Land:
and laftly , by their approbation , and
ftrength of theirauthority theretoadded,
to confirme the determinations conclu-
ded by this Synode, and make them for.

cuer inuiolable.

Sulﬁribed inthe name,and by the

appointment of the SYNO DE.

Sebaftianus Damman , Secretary of the Sy-

- node. |

Festus Fommius , Paflor of the (hurch of
Leyden, and Regiter of the N ationall
Synode. | -

InwitnefSe of the ena&z'ng beefeof; ._

DaNiEL HEINSI1vVs.
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96 The edpprobation

| - THE i
APPROBATION
ofthe LL.the Eftates

Generall.

i HE Estates generall of the coni-
) KGR ted Prowinces of the Netherlands
S0l KRR toall, that [ballfee ,or read thefe
§92> 28%% prefents, GREE T ING:
WHERE A S, for the abolithment of
thofe lamentgble,and moft hurtfull cotro-
uerfics,jome yeares fince(to the great da-
mage of our Common-weale ,and breach
of our Church-peace) raifed about the no-
torious fiues Articles, ({ocalled) and the
points appendant thereon,Wethough fir,
according to the good coutrfe viually taken
both in Gods Church generally , and par-
ticularly in the Belgique Churchicfelfe, to.
{ummona Nationall Sy xoD E of all the
Churches of our vnited Prouinces,to be
affembled at‘D o R T 5 and for the better
celebrating thefaid Synodeto the efpeciall
seipadit of thele Countries, hauc, Wit{f_loul:
it 8 e hatre
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{pareof our labour or charges, requéfted,
and obteined to be fent thither man y Wot-
thy, learned, and notable Diuines of the
Reformed Chutches in diuersforreine na-
tions, as by their feuerall fubfcriptions vn-
to the Synodicall Iudgment doth appeare:
and haueallo, for the well ordering of the
faid Synode,deputed for eucry leuerallPro-
uince our Delegates, who by their prefence
from the beginning to the ending of the
Seflions of that Aflembly,might take care,
thatall things might be carried there (ac-
cording to our {yncere intention) in the
feare o[ig God, in decent order, and by the
ruleof Gods word onely. And whereas

the faid Synode hath now,by Gods {ingu-

lar blefling, -with {oioynt aconfentof all
and cuery,as well Strangers , as Domefti-

41:1(:3, giucn their Iudgement concerning
theaforefaid Heads of doétrife ,and hath
moreoucr pafted a Synodicall cenfure yp-
on the Teachers of thofe erronious points;

andallo, with our knowledge,.and con- - L
{ent, hath vpon the fixt of May.laftpaft, = 11
publifhed the faid decrees and fentghige: |

WE .”"wa:‘i.“g- 49@995« tb?“hc : -_ 4 1cs.

T the States gmemll. Z 97 - |
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" o8 Thedpprobation

OF thele Countries ‘may ful_ly"cni"oy the

fruit of this great,and holy Work, (being

fuch as the Reformed Churches neuer
{aw before) and holding nothing more
dearc, nor more pertinentto our charge,
then'the glory of Gods moftfacred name,
the maintaining and {preading of the true
Rcformed-Religion (which is the foun-
darion of our profperitic,and the bond of
combinationamong the confederate Pro.
uinces ) then the concord, peaceyand tran-
ailitic of our Churches; asalfo the pre-
Fcruing of correfpondence, and commus-
nion betweene the Churches within thefe
Countries, and all other forreine R efor-
med Churches, from which wee neither
may, nor can difleuer our fclues , hauing
viewed, recognifed, and duly examined,
and wcighedg the aforefaid Iudgement and
Sentence of the Synode, haue tully in all
pointsapproued, confirmed, and ratified,
and by thefe prefentsdoe approoue, con- -
firme, and ratificthe fame. | '
Hereby willing alto, and ordaining, that
nodoérineconcerning the aforefaid fiue

- docinall Heads, other then that, which



{hall bee conformable and agrecing with

the forenamed Indgement, thall be taughe,
or {preadin the Churches of thefe Coun-
tries. Andaccordingly, we enioyne and
commaund all Ecclefiaftique Aflemblies,
all Church-Minifters, Pro?'cﬂ'ors_, and Do-
Gorsof Diuinitic, Re&tors of Colledges,
and all and euery one, whom thefgthings
may any way concerne, faithfully and {yn-
cerely to follow the fame,and to conforme
themfglues thereunto in' the performance
of their Miniftery,and functions.

And to the end that our good intention
may attaine fulleffect on all {ides, Weeen-
ioyne,and command, the States Generals,
and Deputies of States, the Counfellors,
and Deputies of the Prouinces of Gelders;
Zutphen, Holland, and Weftfriefland, Ze-
land, Vtrecht, Friefland, Ouer-Iffel, Gron-
- ning, and the Omlands,and all other Of-
ficers, Iudges,and Infticers, to obferucand

" maintaine, and cauféto bee obferued and
- maintained, theaforefaid Synodicall Iudge-

ment, with the appertenances: {o thatnei--
ther themfelues make any immutation of
them, norfuffer to be attempted byothers

——— . -
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inany fort: For that we hold, & iudge this

_courfe neceflary to bee taken for the pro-
‘moting of Gods glory, for the welfare and

{ecuring of this State,and for the peace and
tranquility of this Church. -

Giuen cvnder our Seale, figned by our Prefident,
and (ubfcribed by our Secretarie,a¢ Grauen-
‘hage, Iul.2. 16 9. A.PLOOS.

By'or_d'c:r from the fajd States
Generall. ot A T

C.AARSEN.

‘The Seal¢in red waxe vnderneath. '
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@E@Em-
THE
SENTENCE OF
the Nationall SynopE

of Dorr, -. i

Concerning thedo@rineof CONR ADVS ' |

Vorstivs, Dolor in
Dlulnuy

Whereto is annexq;’;"

c R E Eof the Iluftrious and mighty LL. '
the Eftates of Holland and Wefl-Fricfland,

cnfumg vpon the fald fentence.

Hereas it hath pleafed |
the high and mightie |
LL.the States gem’mll by 1
N/ their noble and worthy ||
' Commlfswncrs s t0.t€s
Y quire this Synode, to de.
'_ I liuer fommarily  their
I BTN iudgement concerning
thc Dmmlttc, or Dorine broached by Comvadus
Vorflins, Do&or of Diuinitie in hiswritings;and |
withall todeclare, whethertfuck his do@rinebe ||
fit to bee taughe in the reformed Churches or . </ |
Schooles, as wholefome and tbndmg toedificas -
-txou, or might without breach of picticbetolera. |
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‘tcd— inthefame: this venerable Synode, haﬁing in
the feare of God duely weighed, and examined
the premifies,hath with iaynt fuffrages declared,

and by this prefent {entence doth declire, That ' |

the {aid Conrade Porfltins (belides that concerning
the fiue controuerted Articles, he.defendeth and
maintaineth the errors of the Remonfirasts,reic-
&ed by this Synode) doeth inhis latter writings,

but efpecially in his Tractate, entitled, Of God,,

and his attributes, make bold with,notone or two
* Articles of the reformed Religion, butmoft of
the fundamentall heads of Diuinitie ; namely,
fuch as concerne the Trinitie of perfonsin the
Godhead, the Simplicity, Infiniteneffe, Immen-
fitie, Effentiall Omniprefcnce, Omifcience,
Omaipotency , Wiledome , and Immutability
of the Effence of God ; asalfo concerning the
Creation, the Prouidence of God, the Hypo-
ftaticall Vnion of two natures in Chrift, the full
and perfe&t Satisfaltion performed by Chrift for
our {innes, the [uftificatton of man before God
by Faith, and many other Articles particulari-
fed , as well by the moft high and mighty King
of Great Britaine, asby diuers profefled Diuines;
the faid Porflzusin thofe points, partly calling in-
toqueftion many things , the certaine and refol-
ued #tucth whereof hath long finee outof Gods
word beene receiued, and profefled by all refor-
med Churches : and partly anouching exprefly
many things contrary to thetrueth of God, re-
ucaled in the holy Scr':rturcs-,an‘d to the Confef-
fions of all Reformed Churches , impeaching

. | | Gods
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Gods glofy , hurtfull t6 pietie and mans Galuati-

on,and cither wholly conforting , or very ncere

bordering vpon the blafphemieseof the balefull
heretique Soeinue. gl |

~ And moreouer,that he inmany paflages of his

writings, doth moft dangeroufly vadermine the:

chicfe grounds,founded vpon Gods word , and

“thenee foundly-deduced both by veacrable An-

tiquity, and alloby later Reformed Do&ors , for
the eftablifhing of orthodoxe Do&rine,elpecial-
ly fuch as proue the cternall Deitie of our Lord
Ie(us Chrift, without fubfticuting in the place of
thofe arguments, any other f@fhe further con-
firmation of true do&trine.  EMOgthat hee vieth
bufilyto propound, and vrge tothevimoft fuch
fophi(mes, as may inuolue and encumber the
Trueth; and, as for affoylingthCm, neuer to at-
tempt it , but rather to leaue them in their full
firength, that they may fticke in the mindes of
his readers. So thatitmanifeftly appeareth,thac
his intent was cunningly to make way for the fe-
cretinftilling of the impious herefies of Socinus
and others: and that he,vnder pretence of inqui-
ring , docth beftirre himfelfe ro feduce others.
And for amends, he hath, though to no purpofe,
- endeauoured for the hiding his faid fleights, to

dawbe them ouer with diuers vaine diftin&ions, .

friuolous excufes, wretched fhifts , and iugling
difsimulations.

And therefore, that not only this his diffolute «
licence in Scepricall jiueﬁioning_ of the principall i

heads of Chriftian religion, his{lippery, dgube-
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to Gods Church, ill befitting fuch high and fa-
cred matter, and in thac regard moft voworthy

- anerthodoxe teacher; bur more efpecially, thac

his do&rine it felfe cOcerning many very weigh-
tie points, isin no wife to be tolerated in Refor-
med Churches & Schooles,but to be thence ba-
nithed and rooted out, with detéftation,asbeing
contrary both to the word of God, and to the
Confefsions of the Reformed- Churches, impi-
ous, blalphemous, ind many wayes contumeli-
ous againft theMaieflic and trueth of God. .
But as for @a#padus Vorflins himfelfe, who as
yet hath abat@® 80 whit of his errors, and hath
obftinately €ontemned the admonitions, and
iudgements of Reformed Princes , Do&ors,
Vniuerfities, and Churches, not caring to make
any duereparation of that {candall, which by
his Bookes hee hath rayfed, the Synede decla-

reth him to be altogether vaworthy the funéti-

on, and name of an Orthodox Profeflor, and

Do&or.

Laftly, this Synode doth cafncﬂly, and fer-

uently iotrear the Illuftrious and mighty LI.
the Eftates Generall, thatthey would bee pleafed

by their authority , quickely to take away this
fcandall from the Reformed Churches 5 and
withall to take order,thatthe Belgique Churches

be no longerinfected with this fporte,and with

{ / fuch Herelies , 'and blafphemous opinions
'?mg{{am, forthe effeling heereof , the writings
- ° -ofthus Farfiins; anid of other thelike, may Witix
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*  full,and winding maner of teaching is pernicious

la

N 5/] "

oY Y72

 baok
allth
on iy

4fter



',-: - T

again§t VorStius.

all prayeth vnro God, ' more and moretokeepe,

and cltablilh the Reformed Churchesinpeace,

and in the profefsion of Orthodox Do&rine,
againft {uch prophane Herefies, and contenti-
ons,and confufions, arifing out of -them: .and
mercifully to enlighten, and bring backe into

, the way of truth; the faide (vnradus Vorflins,
"k andall others , that wander wich him, that the
" Church may reioyce; rather for their conuerfi-
on,thentheirconfufion.  * gaime

Concluded, and pronoung

AL S)’”‘_’d"_ o _DOrt, ay T

. This wereftifie, :
Iohannes Bogermannus,

lacobus Rolandys,
Hermannus Faukelins,

Schaftianus Damman, } St

- } Prefident
} Afsiftants

Feftus Hommius,

. % TH E DEec R‘s'-‘E._ f

THe Ziinftrioms.and mighty LL. the Effates of Hol-
- X land, and wefi-Freifland, hawing intheir Affems-
. bly viewedthe Sentencepionuncedby the Nationall
" Synode of Dort,againft the perfon, writings, and

bookes of Conradus Vorftius, Dactor of Diuinity,

all IN: duely confidered rane

o iudiged and determined , that inafmuch as by r

vpon fore-deliberasin, . s

all pofsible caution be fupprefled. And. with. |
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aftbc@nmerﬁty of Leiden , it I/Jereﬁ;re bclo eﬂz
MOﬂ properly tot emﬁlae.f to determine that "‘i
invhis cafe.
“Whereupon accordingly they remone the 4ﬁarem-
- med Corrade Vorfius from his funitions in the
Jyd Uninerfisy s and from bencefoorth callin bis fli-
- pend there. And am[mac/y b it is enident, that his
remayning in thefe an: is hurtfullyafwell ;otbe cors-
\ som weale, as totheCharch , they banifb him out of

.

Holland, andwe -Freifland, cbargmg hims to depart
thence withingheface of fixe weekes , and not tore-
turne thithy wch arbitrary pem/qy as (hall in
that cafe § Fopon him, as a troubler of the

nblique pé Woording bim notwithflanding, for
};})e j ifchar geof his :aumg , the halfe 7ejalre; ﬂgﬁg
“whereinto he is now entred, |
Moreoucer they command , that [peciall letters bee
difpatchedto bim,whereby he may be certified of thefe
L ., particulars withexpre(Jé charge unto him to addreffé
i himfelfe to the pa'formme heeredf. l-'mﬂed at

the Hage Tune 37 1619,

By the omtment of the Wuflyions and mighty
LL. % Effates of Holland and Weft-Friefland.

S#éfmbed







